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MADAME DE STAEL, 
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HIS ROYAL HIGHNESS 



CROWN PRINCE OF SWEDEN. 

Sir, 

X^HE following Reflections on Sui- 
cide were written at a period whea 
misfortune had taught me the neces- 
sity of invigorating the mind by 
solitary meditation. It was imder 
your protection that my sufierings 
were mitigated. land my children, 
like the shepherds of Arabia, fled- 
for shelter to the laurel to avoid tho' 
A 2 



impending storm. I am sensible that 
your Highness has never considered 
death, but in its most sublime aspect, 
that of devotion to the public good. 
Never has your soul been infected 
with that despondence which some- 
times takes possession of those, who 
conceive themselves to be blanks in 
existence. There is, however, no sub- 
ject within the compass of philoso- 
phy, but has engaged the powers of 
your transcendent genius ; no object, 
however rainote, escapes your com^ 
prehensive view. 

Hitherto, I hare dedicated my 
works to the m^iiory of my fether ; 
but I have deviated from this prao- 
tiee in asking permission to offer a 
tribute of respect to your Royal 
Highness, whose public life preseixts 
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ao example of all those real virtues, 
which are alone worthy to receive 
applause from the thinking part <ii 
mankind. 

It is, perhaps, your least praise^ 
that even among tH^ve men, you 
are distinguished by courage and in- 
trepidity, qualities which in you arv 
tempered by a goodness still njore 
sobtime. The blood of the warrior, 
the tears of the poor, even the ap- 
preJiei^OQs of the feeble are the ob- 
jects of your watchful humanity. You 
fear but to witness the sa£feriag& of 
your fellow creatures. An exalt- 
ed station has not effaced from your 
heart its tenderness or sympathy. 

It has been said by a Frenchman, 
that your Royal Highness unites the 
chivalry of republicanism with that of 
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royalty, and it is indeed impossible 
to imagine a degree of generosity 
not congenial to your character. In 
the relations of society you are fiir 
fioin imposing restraint by an un- 
necessary reserve ; and it is perhaps 
not too much to affirm, tiiat you 
would win the suffrages of a whole 
nation, one after the other, ' if every 
individual, of which it was composed, 
bad the privilege of conversing with 
you for a quarter of an hour. Yet 
to this graceful affabihty you add, 
that masculine energy which ex- 
torts confidence fi:om> all superior 
minds. 

The Swedes, once so celebrated 
for their gallant achievements, in- 
heriting the noble qualities of their 
ancestors, hail you as the presa^ of 
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returning glory. By you, Siri their 
rights are respected, no less irom 
principle than from inclination. Un- 
der circumstances of peculiar deli- 
cacy, you have repeatedly shevrn, 
that you were as zealous to guard the 
bulwarks of the constitution, as 
other Princes have been anxious to 
infringe them. Accustomed to find 
in these duties no invidious restric- 
tion, but a safeguard and support; 
you have uniformly shewn . such a 
deference for the King's wisdom and 
experience, as throws a new lustre on 
the power committed to your trust. 
Pursue, Sir, the career which presents 
80 glorious a prospect to your view, 
and you shall teach the world, what 
it has hitherto been slow to learn, 
that real intellectual greatness in- 
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eludes moral excellence, and tiiat the 
hero who is truly magDanimous, far 
from despising the human race, be* 
lieveshe is superior to other men, 
ontj because he is able to sacri6ce 
his interests for their welfare. 

I am, with Respect, 

. Sir, 

Your most humble and crfiedient Servant, 

NECKAR, 

BARONESS HE STAEL HOL8TEJN. 
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It is for tbtt unhappy we should write, 
' ^ce to the children of prosperity expe- 
rience is commonly' tbie only instructor, 
and by them all g;eneral ideas are consi- 
dered iiS'fatHe and unprofitable. 

It is otherwise with the afflicted ; re- 
flection is their best, if not their only asy- 
lum; insulated by adversity from the 
distractions of the worid^ they look into 
their am hearto with the 8<rficttade' of 
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2 BKFLBCTIONS UPON SUICIDE. 

the sick man, who lies tossing on his bed 
«f pain, to discover some position in 
which his sufferings may be mitigated. 

Suicide eagiijates iu misery-—^ sub- 
ject worthy of the deepest investig^tioa, 
since it is one that bears closely on all the 
moral constitution of man. 

I shall endeavour to present new views 
of the motives which may determine the 
mind to this action ; and of the argu- 
ments which might be employed against 
them. It will be my aim to discuss the 
question, witboat prejudice or ptu*tiality. 
It would be^ruel tp hold up to detesta* 
tioD those who are wretched .enough. to 
loath existence; it woqld be unjust to 
praise those who shrink from the duties 
it imposes ; to bear ike burden, however 
great, is the test of streogth and the 
triumph of magnanimity *. . 

* tn my y/ark on the Paasimi, I ooratnebdedsai- 
ade, an JBcoosidente attatiiaent, wUiih i faxre swt 
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Tbe enemies of suicide, consaou^ tlmt 
^ir ai^me»t i-esta on the broad basis of 
reasna and duty, often assume a ctAi- 
tetDptuou^ kngnage which woands and 
irritates their opponents: nor do th^ 
teniae to attribute to enthusiasm in ge- 
neral that rashness which is the conse- 
quence of ungovemed passion. 

It appears to me, however, that suicide 
is wholly repugnant to the spirit of true 
enthusiasm, (which is in reality no other 
than the love of moral excellence), since 
it is but too obvious how much more 
noble it is to submit to the decrees of 
Heaven than to oppose them. 

In the following Essay I propose to place 
the subject of Suicide in three points of 
idew } to ctmsider the effects of suffering 



nnce deeply regretjed. I bad then the pride and 
presnmption of youth ^ but to what purpose should 
we live, if we did not hope that time should pni< 
dace ameliontioa I 

B i 
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on the hmnao character — ^to shcv iliat 
felf-^lestniction is incompatUile with the 
Christian reli^n, ttoA to examine is what 
ciMBiitB the highest digiuty of hniiuui 
nature. 
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Xt rannot be denied that the impres- 
•ions produced by pain are no less vari- 
ous and diversified than tbe chai^cter 
and temper of tbe individuak who are 
subject to its influeoce. Tbe operation 
of circumstances is so modified by the 
ot^acities for suffering' Mid etijoyment 
in each human being, that the most estW 
mable people are oa this point liable 
to mutual errors and misconCeptton, 
though the least supportable of all the 
restrictions imposed oD the homaa 
mind, in, the incapacity for entenng iaia 
the feelings of each other. 
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6 KEFLECTIONS UPON SVICTDE. 

It appears to me, that happiness con- 
sists iu the possession of a destiny which 
corresponds perfectly with our moral facul- 
ties. Our desires are fug'itive and often 
fatal to our repose. But our faculties are 
as penoanent as their necessities are un- 
appeasable. The conquest of the world 
was perhaps as necessary to Alexander, 
as the possession of his cottage to the 
peasant j but t^om this we are not to infer 
that the human race are bound to nourish 
the inordinate ambition of the conqueror, 
althodgii with such feelings he might be 
incapable of happiness on any other con- 
dition. 

It is the capacity for affection ; the ac- 
-tiTity of thought ; the value attached to 
opinion, that renders different modes of 
Existence agreeable to one, and irksome 
to anftther ; the immutable law of daty is 
the same for all— but strength and weak- 
ness are purely relative, and a profound 
knowledge of the human heart can alone 
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XtEFIXCTIONS UPON SUICIDE. 7 

enable us to judg'e correctly of the happi- 
ness or misery of those whose feelings are 
different irom our own. 
' It spears to me fiitile to di^iute on 
what is purely a matter of sentiment, and 
the argument should be conBued to those 
principles of action, which, in whatever 
situation we may be placed, religion and 
virtue universally prescribe. The causes 
of misery, and its comparative scale of 
suffering will be found to. vary no less 
than circumstances and individuals, and 
it would be as easy to count the waves of 
the ocean, as to analyse those endless com- 
binations of character which may be pro- 
duced by nature and destiny. It is con- 
science only, that being within, so simple, 
so immutable, that always remains inde- 
pendent of arbitrary feelings — conscience, 
from whom we might all obtain what we 
all sigh to possess ; the secret peace, which 
is the sabbath of the soul. 

The mass of mankind assimilate less in 
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their posi^ivie than their neg;ative proper- 
ties; an^ it ijiay fairly b^ presumed tha^ 
no reflective being ^jtl d^ny* he was fre^ 
to avoid any iiomor^ actioQ he may h»ye 
committed. If then we allo^, that to 
endure pain, is one of the conditions an- 
nexed to mortal existence, ve shall not 
be exonerated from the trust, by the aere- 
rity of oui trials, or the imperioijs emo^ 
tiona they have excited. Every individu^ 
possesses in his own mind, powers not in- 
adequate to his relative duties^ so admira- 
bly, both in the moral and the materia) 
world, is the necessary distributed witl| 
a rigorous regard to equality ; whilst, for 
the superfluou3,but few object^ are selected, 
and those apparently fpr th^ ptt>VO^ of 
beauty aiid eqabeUi^hmeiit. 

On a superficial vjeiY, the effects ftf 
physical and moral ^uffer^g s^quld ff^ei^ 
to be the same, since disease is not oifly 
pain but calamity. Id their finttl cpnfe-i 
^oence^ hovfyes, they ar^ Yf\iely op- 
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poabA — for whilst the fwiQer dertroyt tiie 
body, the latter reg'enerates the vnL 

It is not enough to muntain with the 
stoics* that pain is do evil — to be reiigii^ 
ed, we must feel ccmviBced, that it is in 
xeaJky a ^ood. Abstractedly coosideriBt^ 
any evil, however insignificaat, might be»- 
come inuippartable, and so mnch do th« 
C{^cities for suflfering depend o& tem> 
peramental irritability, that we ^duld 
have as little reason to blanae l&ie nan 
who killed himself fox the prick af a pio, 
as for a paroxysm of gout, for a slight 
TexatioD, or a serioas cakuaity. Afiy 
suffering, however trivial, when it faUs to 
ameliorate, must revolt the soul; and^ther* 
is more injustice is the least piivE^ioa 
jiselessly inflicted, than in the most afflic*' 
tive trial which is directed to a nobl« 

It is fore^ from my purpwe to recur 
to tlw.iatricate metaph)VHfal qjiestitui on 
the origin vf evil, on whichso many philcno- 
b5 
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pIiers'haTe 60 often launched forth their 
vague aoSatisfactory speculatioas. ^Ve 
ftre unable to concede liberty to man with- 
out allowing^ the existence of evil,-— with- 
out liberty we are equally unable to con- 
ceive virtae,^-or without virtue, immor- 
tality. This chain of reasoning', of which 
the -first link is at once iQcomprehensible 
arid indispensable, contains the charter 
and' constitution of our nature. If we 
Mtce admit (what reason and sentiment 
should equally dispose us to believe), that 
the ways of Providence are always markr 
ed by justice (latent or revealed), we shall 
no longer consider suffering; as arbitrary 
or accidental. On any other principle, 
indeed, man would have as much reason 
to complain that the sum of good was in- 
complete as that the cup of evil over- 
flowed. , As well might he repine, that 
he was not penuitted to exist from all 
eternity, as that he was so soon to resign 
existence. As rationally, might he chal- 
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BBFinOTTONS VTON SOICIIHB. 11 

leage participatioD with in6Di^» as ex- 
pect to evade ' the coiiditions of a &itte 
fitation. And on what basis shall he 
found Us complaints ? WoQld he bbjeet 
to the system of the aniTerse,'or merely 
to itat stnaU section of it, in which he is 
placed, and which forms a proportional 
p^M of one grand, simple, harmonious 
mhdie? Pain is so obviously an elenient 
in Our moral constitution, essentially ne- 
cessary to the production of pleasure, that 
we are even nnafote to conceive the one, 
amtsBociattfd with the other. The ardoar 
of' our desires is' ttteasured by the resist- 
ance they have to enconnter, the trans^ 
porta of our joys by the dread of losing 
them, thevehemenceof onrttfections, by 
the dangers which menace the objects of 
oar love. Never yet, has human art 
devised any other means of sundering the 
gordian knot which unites pain to [^ea- 
sare, than by the &tal stroke which cuts 
short die thread of life. 
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n savEAQsnanv«(ai8«an&t 

9ut it ivill W«i^fi<ilby the fAtb^^t t^ 
i^ey are vriUip^ tQ ^^tm t«tb»^ b«lwe<i 

wdinary' ^tifirw of ^boo^h $y^^; ImI 
Ijhftt tfcey a^e hvi^f »wd by frnuM . tlje« 
comforts are ^\\ aw^\^\i/^ 99. in op& QB' 
fparing j»eBite0ce of pn>iicription.; vnd ^f 

to cTiwW ^e sjtrpl^e ? . In tb& fin* pl^Pfti 
it 409VI W considered tjM th? tMWtPfe 
to vbpm tW P*nse fai($ Iw^n (-«£«rKe4 1% 
«i^ vidl«i c^c «iw« bre«st, 9nd i» but 
toipi mn^ b|ias9«4 iv. «wr f«v«iwr. QtooA 
and &TiUre o^ttve t«Bi»s : (h« same lot 
vJkktli r«do««9on«mai)ito4^palr,»D«tb«f 
«avies as: tbe swwqiit of fslicity. Ime^ti 
|t9t, by tfais vettwki t<^ itivalid^ \vikat f 
bave. pseviousljr ^iil, that the dtfi«r«at 
?9j^acitie».w4 bftbiteof feelu)£<^ould b« 
i«B4»^-«4 %itb icwlMlgeiit ceodor ; 1 9«^ 
nesD tbat no.one cod. so: correctly, eslipiate 
bis comparative ahaue o£ n&aaf^ M 
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(Q piKiP^aace it mteqwUed and mstip- 
f»B^hil», Beatgnation U a duty iiK»- 
pose^ on ^\. The powers of attra><ii 
Uoq aw4 ffravitatitft, hy their uwtitf'e 
agency, preserve the hanQ<>i^ of tibe vb>S 
T«pseh |^ th0 9(«d 9i mm e»ittt twir 
fao^ ppfDcipJe^ ©quaUy pppoaedT^thi^ 
WV« of actiftn;. and the. necessity of aakh 
i«vis<VR. vhxeh ar« eshibited ia self-wiB 
wd wsjgifatioa; thera are, ia a hmui^ 
Iter 4»& tno poles of his ivisd^ and tlw 
oqtuliibriftin oJ reason ie fouAd b^weew 
them. 

To the ma^ of eaaakiBd there «xi9t 
hut two prnciples of actioA, their onm 
tnj£ and /orluR« ; and they often act as if 
they flattered theisselves that the energy 
of the fomaer could connteract. the c^erar 
tioM of the latter : the coTOplesio^ of 
their minds ia always jfttictnating between 
pirideaBd pettdance ; when Uiey are difv 
appointed, they curse their lot like ^ijb- 
a&cl)ijdf«B, who beat the table agun^ 
«hich ^tey haise giy^i tlfeiiNKlTMi » k3iim> 

...... ..Cno^. 



14 BBPMICTIONS UPOJff SVICtOK. 

When they are prosperous, they take to 
'emselres the merit of success. . and 
>ell with nuich complacency on the 
VeanB they have employed to obtaiQ- so 
esired an end. ^ ' ■ 

■^ The will of man, it is trne, often ap- 
pears to harmcHiize.^ith the decrees of 
destiny, but when that'will is' connteract- 
ed, and destiny assumes the fixed, irre- 
vocable character of necessity,' it is then 
a visible manifestation of F^vidence, 
which leaves no choice between sullen 
discontent and virtuous resignation. A 
man of talents has said that necessity in- 
mgoraies. It is only by takings' larg« 
and comprehensive views that we shall 
learn to adopt this opinion in its full ex- 
tent ; yet we are all accustomed to recog;- 
nize in the chain of circumstances, a &- 
tality we are unable to resist. We all che- 
rish a sort of superstitious deference for 
the name of fortune, that visionary fan- 
iastic being*, with whose image .we a>- 
sttoi^ so .many hope^ and iears ^ that 
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strange; mysterious power, by turns ab- 
rupt and slow, unforeseen and antici- 
pated, which, seizing life at 'a certain 
epoch, irre^stibly determines its future 
course. So far, however, from being 
blind, fortune appears to make us the ob- 
jects of her penetrating scrutiny, and 
seldom fails to attack us in that weak- 
ness where we are most susceptible. In 
her we find the secret tribunal, to whose 
sentence we must submit without appeal. 
Yet, if its decisions should sometimes 
appearunjust, we perhaps, and we only, 
are conscious what truths they intimate,> 
or what lessons they prescribe. 

It is unquestionable, that whenever we 
submit to adversity with mild magnani- 
mity, we are refined and improved by the 
test. The noblest faculties of the soul are 
developed in suffering, and so salutary is 
this moral process of amelioration, that af- 
ter a certain interval, it seldom fails to re- 
store US to tranquillity. The dance of 
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life begins again, and leads us bock te 
those days of innocence, vhi<^ precede 
oar eri;ors. To rush on self-deq^ctionf 
becaqs^ ve are miserable^ is therefore t4) 
desert the standard of vi^ue — to reject 
eTen the invitation to happiness vhicb 
virtue reserves for . those who combat 
viih theBjeelves, and by hes aid* are vic- 
torious in the coaflict. 

It was an axiom with the Platwsts, 
that the soul must sojourn oa earth till it 
should be purified from its gniUy pas- 
uons. It should seevi indeed that w« 
were destined to Hve only that we aaight 
ieara to renounce ti/e. In the veg^ablfi 
norld reaojvatjon is produced by destnic- 
tion> in the voi^d of man* it is effected by 
sacrifice. Humaa existence, properly u^ 
derstQod, is directed to (telf-aiu)ihilatk>B> 
or the snbjection of all petty iadividual io^ 
te{e$ts, to the princif^es qC et£ltt«i tnltii 
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Children exist bat for tbemselres; 
youQg people the same, with the adUir 
tion, however, of tiiose cherished objects 
who form part of Uieir beiog^; hut do 
sooner do the heralds of decay approach* 
than it becomes necessary to draw conso* 
lation from general views^ if we would 
not abandon to chagrin the last half of 
life. A few circumstances, in the sitwi* 
tian of any in4ividaal, wl^ether &vour-' 
able oronfaToarable, are of little momentf 
in tomparisoQ with the rigid laws of na* 
^re. Old age and death, those two in* 
▼eterate evils, inseparable from homaq 
destiny, present mankind with more ter* 
rible paiiis and privations tbtm they can 
experience from any other source of s^f- 
feriifg : yet we submit easily to the com* 
inoQlot, though we always revolt from ouF 
own portion of care or sorrow, without r$^ 
Acting that these heaviest trials in(pose4 
00 humas nature, are incident to every 
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lituatjon, and that other accidental dif- 
ferences are rather fictitioas than real. 

In considering the moral dignity of 
man, I shall contrast suicide with selfr 
devotion ; I shall point out the difference ' 
between the sacrifice of ourselves for an- 
other's sake, or what is the same thing, for 
virtue's sake, and the surrender of existT 
ence, because it gives ns more parn than 
pleasure. In offering up life, for the 
preservation of our fellow-creatures, we 
may be said to immolate the body to the 
soul; -but in rushing on destruction, to 
escape what we hate or dread, we sacri- 
fice our principles to our passions. ■ It is, 
however, wrong to stigmatize suicide as 
an act of turpitude, a harsh sentence, 
which excites repugnance in every libe- 
ral mind. On the other hand, we shonkl 
not identify the nobler bravery which 
resists evil with that negative courage 
which fearsevery thing bat death. When 
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the sacrifice in not sanctified by reKgious 
sentiment, somethiog like a ferocious 
traDSport is necessary to vanqnish that 
instinctive principle of self-preservatioh 
which watches over our existence. " It is 
not unusual for those who have made 
many abortive attempts to commit sui- 
cide, to desist at length from the attempt, 
and quietly to resdme their accustomed 
habits and avocations. In this as in every 
other irregularity, arising from the pas- 
sions, there is a species of irenzy which 
having reached it3 climax, gradually snb- 
sides to tranquillity or indifference. It 
may also be observed, that misery has set- 
dom a positive object. Subtract osr dis- 
appointed hopes, add to these, our vision- 
ary fears, and the sum of evils we had 
considered incalculable, shall be reduced 
perhaps to a few chagrins, not even equi- 
valent to one great calamity, 

A sudden shock often restores ns to 
eurselves, the mind regains its tone, and 
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tbe' grutf which had baffled all measure 
or compariBOD, assumes a new aspect 

If you see, after ao interval often yeafs, 
a p^'sou who had been cpndemQed to 
some great privation (of whatever nature 
it mis^ht be), you wiU discover tbftt ia» 
pain* and pleasures ere now derived 
frSm a source wholly different from th« 
subject of his Ibrmer suiferings. It foU ' 
lows not, from thisi that happiness 
should be restored to his soal, bat its 
liopes and fears have now taken an- 
■other course, and it is in the activity of 
diese two sentiments that our moral 
being consists. 

There is one caose of suicide which in- 
terests almost every female heart, and 
his is love. 

It is, surely, the charm of that passion 
which so often seduces our better judgr 
ment on the subject of self-murder, so well 
are we pleased to observe its influence in 
■subjecting all the higher powers of the 
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Mwd^ and that nothing' can resist itorjiiii- 
Tenal empire. It has been the fete of 
every ^cies of enthosiann' to endure the 
test of ridicule,' and romances hare pre- 
ierved the ilhtMns of sentiment in sottM 
coxmtries oi ihe world to which good 
fitith had escaped tot reibge. 

Of all the sufferings^ however, to which 
We isexposed, there is but one,in my jodg- 
VMnt, at leaat; whidi istruly overwhelming 
andirreparable-^tiie death of one we love, 
and by whom we are beloved, A cold 
dniddering ^toots throngb the ihnene, ai 
mist flits before oar eyes, dai4cemng the 
&>ee of nature, w^en tbe heart thrt min- 
gled all its feetii^ with oar's> 1ms eold' 
wid. insensible in tbe nlent^ grave.' 

Yet even' this grief, the only one, per- 
haps, beyond the str»igth whick God hov 
given us, haa by mtuiy b^n considered 
w more suj^ortable thhn the irritation of 
jeaiomy or the stings of ingratitude. 
Bat wheit tbe ckjecb df eur . affection 
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]»-ov68 unfattbfu], it is eelf-love that db- 
tils the poison, though the heart reoeivei 
tbewouDcl. Undoubtedly we suffer from 
a better feeliug^ than >idU'-lpTe, when we 
are compelled to vithdraw our esteem 
from the supreme object of Our affectioiw« 
— when of an enthusiasm, once so deep 
80 unwers<d, there remaius but a vain re- 
mentbraDoe and a more vain regret. In 
such instance^, however, there is one. 
reflectiw which presses on ns with un- 
'Welcovqe truth, that, in an union of per- 
fect confidence, such an union a» can oulj 
subsist between two [Hire noble beinga 
whea one of the partner^ violates the 
bond of fidelity, he must, have been un- 
worthy of the sentiment he had inspired, 
and ought Qot to be the ol^ect of lastihg 
regret. Far be it from me^ by this pro- 
cess of reasojiiDg, to imitate these pe- 
dants who reduced the pains of life to a 
certain iiumber of syllogisms. One suf- 
fers from a thousand causes, io a thouscmd 
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ways, from' fientiments tlte mtwt Tarions, 
o^KKodr'ntuI .contradictory, we are aped 
to paipat evcryporev No oneuanthor- 
ized'to oeutest another's right to grieve ;■ 
bat. in' all tbo»e ' olutgrins of sentiment 
which are Mended with the feelings of 
self-love, 'it. is equally absurd andcuU 
.pable to think of telMestmbtiDn.' 
WtatiBver bel<mgii to vainity isof a tnui' 
sitery nature ; and we Kihoald beware how 
we snffer what is transitory to lauocb u» 
into what is eternal. It is only when the 
sorrows of the heart .are pure, from the 
sug^stions of piide, that they em induce 
us to unbrace death; but tbe- sorrows 
that flow from sensibility lose their bitter* 
ness in the conaotations administered by 
religion. Providence, which wills that 
all human sufferings should be healed,- 
brings balm to Uie' soul that has received' 
too rude a blow. In the hour of desola- 
tiiDn the angel of peace spreads his tute- 
lary wings uround us, said who knows but 
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this bemgnant angel is Hie object of oitf 
traider regrets?- wlio knows but tliat^ 
Umcbed wi^ onr tears, he' has obtained 
from hea.Ten die pririlege of watehflB|' 
over her who sorrowed withoot hope?' 
Since tbm Ae sutifenngs of disappoint^ - 
ed a£fectien ate niottified by timei' 
and tfae regrets of genuine tendemcsit 
softened by retigioos reugnMioti, it M- 
lows tiiat love can suggest no adequate^ * 
motive ibiooininitting suicide. InnK^iM'fif 
Umes this action most cfonmonly origiaates 
in niin aaddi^race. As sdciety is coAsti- 
txited, a rererse of fortume oecasioKs acnfe' 
diatress, and m«ltip]ie» snfiering^ttnder fbr 
thoosand fonna-:-^the most cro^ of a^, 
perhs^, is the loss- of that rank we occu- 
pied in the world. The imagination actti' 
eqoidly dn the fbttire and the past, and' 
ttne iwkes withotai* fiariQer posessions an' 
aUiMtoe, of which the raptnre in dreadfhi. 
After a eertain interval, however, a new 
i^tuafion creates'St new pet8pe<ctiTei Hap- 
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pioess is «o much made up'of relative sen- 
SHiioDfl, that it is not any poskiTe circom- 
stwice, but its coDikexion with yesterday 
or to-moiTow, that inflaences the mind. 

Let the man, who is under. tiieappre- 
henaioo of some signal caUmity be is- 
formed, that half of what he di^ded Is 
remitted to him, and his feelihg^ shall be 
totally different from what be wofild hare 
ei^tienced, had his previous terrors beea 
less strongly excited. On son\e occasions; 
fortmie. eaters into terms of < composition 
with her snffems, and seeais, like other 
despots, to feel a tardy repenUnde (or 
the injury she,bas committed. 

Opinion exercises over mostiudivkbuUs^ 
an imperious action, of which it is diffi- 
cult to diminish the force. The 'word, 
I taa disbmtouaned, overwhelms the soni of 
socialman; nor, is it pdssible.to wiAbbld 
onr piiy ihw one, who sinking undcn-.tbe 
weight «f opproforiumi shelters himself 
in death, fnmi, it may^be, unmerited 




iiiq>r<Mcli. It mHfawebepnqwrterBQge. 
mder two Astinot chuMs, tbe cames ef 
dugrace, tfaoM nluoh Imivc b«e« predoeal 
by «w deiiaqv^wies, and titose vrldch 
■me froaa errors, iBTolntitary, or at least, 
Bot criiDMal. R^nofBe Becessacfijr in^ 
dodes the i^a «« ferm of Dirine jns- 
tkB^ ''^f i' '■'^B eempftre not onr actions 
«riA this si^eme Type of ^ahy, we 
AaU not oKpettence a stronger sentiment 

We voBy ooDsi^ hanaii life in a two- 
lehi vieW} &AiBtaa « g^ane ef clumce, of 
whidii ttte^gain or tbe loss consists, vtiht 
possessions of ibai vkxH, or «s a [»i>l)a- 
Ikn A* «temi^. I^ w^ belbeg- to the 
finmer, w* skail esttnalw vat cottixuA 
merely as. its eooaeqaenoes mm likely to 
•dbct our ten^ntl intcpsstt; if we take 
lAitauo existcace i«to ^he calctAitioB, we 
mnsi snbmit onr intentisM t* t^ scnutiny 
«f xonseieocej /Elte maa wboffe viewi^ 
iUlead not begond tUs twKBstnal' scene. 
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mtj btie'lf^its ; Ut it htitiif HU MB: 
giMi^wan, (iHft ii «tcc«aiibt« to ftriiayfi^l 
tMsiUe IbM ««pt«iM' ishMiMdnty.hg 
^tMstd'tb^coAviofitintif co»s6kiiiie, thftt 
M M («n»i 'in iibstr tl<« cotiseqfteitcei (if 
Ml Mt, aMto deV6t« l»il Mure Tife It, 
r^MIM»> did HtMreaieiiC. 'ii'b' (He <&-' 
gt^c^ ih^t^ed b^ ha titult, tiesubtfaits as 
tii i •^MMUnifhf ke' KsH ro figk to eva Je < 
fi^ SSKOe^, Oioiigit tbtfre af6 uaA;^ 
cMtne) Of* deepef flje tftan usiciSs, ffiert 
i» n(*e t]^ \»ta*)h«ft ajjpekrs so foriSial- 
Ijr to teienhcH ese jircastbtion' 6t tfiia, 

ihheir piBMwiw: i*ei;i^t*» 'as' 'ftto 
Miirt**, t)f «*fcb'(he i«]e« is »!if{p!hi!i»'r 
bat taHAie MtiMes a jeMilciSitn of fflWii 
)nidhope,wlucb cannot be recttftbil^Alt^ 
ait;^ ite««nie»M of pBH/. • ' 

WfcJCTUr atWHy t!ouia<!a «!IB rtltUHe, 
will «o!laiiii wilb i*t pfocKgal aoil, "1 
kiio» wiitlt r WiB*, 1 Vrfllhiilsb add'go 
» my fattier, to*S!(y, TaHisr.Hlavesin- 
iwtt^!iiiiiitt«kT6ii'imd'beft>i« tlwe, aad 

O 2 
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am no more worthy to be called thy am." 
It .is with sacfa toachiDg; sabmisfiion the 
reU^ous being expresses penitence ;' and 
the more gaitty he appears in his own 
eyes, the less w^ he diink himself at 
liberty to dispose of his life, smco he has 
hitherto failed to perform tbe duties ex- 
acted by him from whom be received the 
gift. With regard to those detiaqnents 
who have no belief- in a future stAte, and 
whose respectability in this wwld is irre- 
partibly lost, to them, suitnde can be ob- 
jectionable, merely as it may deprive 
Uiem of the few locky chances they may 
still retain^ Uie value of which is to be 
measured by the common caJcidations of 
jNcobabilities. 

I beKeve it may be affirmed, that un- 
, merited dishonour is never permanent. 
7he infloence of tm^ over the public 
mind is such, that sooaer ot later we shall 
surely be reinstated in- Us esteem. Time 
possesses soDiething of a sanctity which 
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eppea>s to act indepeDclently even of the 
events it unfolds. It ia a support to the 
weak and unfortunate ; it is, in &ct, one 
of the mysterious forms^ under which the 
Deity manifei^ himself to man. 

The Public, in many respects, so differ- 
ent from the individual, and which, 
tiiOugh composted of many stupid beings, 
is in itself an expanded intelligent mind; 
the Public which possesses generosity, 
though numberless acts of selfishness and 
fctlly are committed in its name, that Pub- 
lic, always finish^ by rallying on Uie side 
of justice, whenever predominant and 
momentary circumstances disappear. " In 
patience possess you your abnls," says the 
evangelist. It is the "precept both of 
piety and reason, and- like many others 
omtained in the saored writiags, at once 
conveys the best counsel ag^nst worldly 
oare, and irapfffts'die best means for se- 
curing worldly prosperity. 
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inost platwU^ resufwa fwr anwidfs yf t i^ 
is rarely, piutioulw^ aimqgft tb« w^ 
denu, thjEiX 8<i>m>^» of tluQ 4««cripti<^ 
hai¥e ^?ej pKodnc«d that efiEscjt' I^ evib 
vIucti4ov io tbe covmoB qqw^ ofnAr 
toi^ we ^9. Q^pxsaed tait bo( qf/ervhatKO' 
ed; there moiit be a mixtore of initalMQ 
is -what we su^r before we BBcrendw 
ourselves tothat aa^er E^avist 4estUQF>&0Cft 
vbidi -7C Tuh to be »fraadu»«4 ov 
ftvcnged tu sgaiost tlie y<ke eC sn ^ 
IMfesw^-. 

Tib«re Is a Mnyular spediM of eircir in 
tbe iMBiieir m which the comniMi lot is 
coBBdered by tbe greater part oC hwh 
kinilt aod #• nnick does it iaflnenee oar 
meital in^rtsBio&s, that it cannot he loo 
Btronfi^y expoied. It shenld sesra Aattbe 
task of resignation was easy wlien miEiDy 
participated in our misfortunes, since we 
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«nly dbeoyer n^ivtice fai iadnidBtl «nb t 
km en not theM varieties in |^wi«nil ciMft* 
ptoMWd, aosd arc tiiey «o* I raptt^ «<]mI>- 
Ij cwmprdieMM in the lam «f natwa? 

I cAaU ■<4 here atnut od Uiose cbmiwi 
place eeniohrtioB* Mggntcd by thshop* 
sfaduB^m airctiiiiitaiiccn : (thaream 
aema crib mot suMeptible of this (Hnafort), 
bat I faolieve te May be b<^y pnmonia> 
ed, thai a eottfse of Htad; lw» soUeed Hba 
ffittatesfc prat of those b; whonkHhaabMB 
«ot^ht> la every oeeupatioa timw it 
■onw vienr to the fvtHK, aodofttofttttwa 
nan has the moat nuMMant need. Ota: 
facn^ei, hke the vnlture of Pro«ttlieiH> 
davausvaraonbtf th^haveno action b»- 
ysadoonelves. When wepasscmimagt- 
naUoB, (tlM jfTsator part of those who 
sofieTf peasen too nMch), we find ^e»- 
sore alwaya renewed in stwtf iog the best 
prodoctioDfli of the buaan mtnd, whether 
we eDJoy kheai: a» adibireis, or ae artistic 
A finnBle i^BiBs has Mid, tint" bsaitada 
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is always iningled with grief," and this 
r^ection is profoand. Real lassitode, that 
wfaicb is- endnped by active minds, is an 
dbsence of intcrestforsarroaadin^objectSf 
e(xid>ined widi those Au;aittes which ren- 
der the interest necessary } it is the:tdr- 
ment of tfairsti witiiout the means of gni- 
tificatim), and Tantalas is -the precise 
image of a mind thus afiected. Ocdipa- 
tkfn reSUxeB the taste for existence, and 
die fipe uts possess at once the originality 
of individual otigects, and, the sublimit of 
oniTersal ideas. They facilitate our -in- 
tereoursa with nature, which we miqr in- 
4eeA love without the assistance of these 
^teeable mediators, but which we learn 
from ihem to enjoy with a superior relish. 
^ Whatever may be the sorrows into 
which we are precipitated, we ought 
never to foi^et the primwy gifts of the 
Creator, life mid nature. Mao in society 
attatches too much importance to the 
chain of circumstances of which his indi- 



vidiu4 history, is com^xified. ISxutaioe 
possesses inita^f a wonderful cfaann : bow 
earoestly does. the siok man invoke -tiiis 
blessing? savages are<ha[^y wiik tlua 
boon alone j the prisoner rejireMnt* tb» 
pure open air as the supreme g;ood;'tke 
bUod would sacrifice all tltey pomem for 
the.gift of sight; the^dioiates of the sooth 
which -animate colours, and diffuse per- 
faiQes>. prodoce.an indesciibable -^notion 
in the. bupuui- frame,, and pbilosophicftl 
cooaolatioos .have: less, power over the 
mind than the enjoy-ments occaSMied bj 
a .view of the earth and the Heavens. 
What tben we ought' chiefly to cultivate 
as the means of happiness, is the power of 
contemplation. We are so bounded in 
ourselves, so mguy eiroumstances agitate 
find wound ns, that we have incessant 
need for plunging: into that ocean <tf 
bcAuidless thoMght, wbicli like the Styx 
may ren<ler us. if not invulnerable, atleast 
resigned. . , 

C5 
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- NiaaofuswiUvciiAiurtfto'My, ^tbatw* 
■miUfyiMH wlurtaw be&hwin llmwwMt 
MiK intt dam ao to <»pi<l» m hu-owa 
ftongt^. OS to uunrcr far itia. Then 
Mcfairbetiigivevaa olioehas wecndtrv* 
•d with si^wrior iaeullies^ wIkimi ^eafmia 
hm Mt-MMTtt tban opce irttedudl, and iife 
fc cf ac Btfyapfwaw onl; a contiiHHd rtonsy 
tlbe wiwdbi of which u« friiiMBp, bi?<^ 
andi g^y. The bankp o£ t^tbM.i^M]i 
iaa flowed diainf the ooone of bfe, an 
c^eiwd by^ ikm fragments. But vb«B 
ve Iwrc pr«MiTcd- tJM. i^eriov haniKn:^ 
of the •oal, we«Hiy itittmtcritttoaeota- 
HwwatioB wilh Ihe woriu .of the JMifue 
Bei»g. 

The marey ef €U!cl> t^ repose (^ deMlh 
a certun heanfy a the oeganiaatiop ef the 
wummsy wliidi is not iatenddd to satMte 
»aiV hot t* ^diet to hm mind bappiev 
hoars. Im«atahlet exalted ideea, al- 
mys ate ia a mmsner the Dinse 
hanuonies of oatnre, and difiase ci^ 
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bgta tlK noly hf vtMb ^kf ■!» flan 
den«b*ckr Pmm tilei»aMi»e»yo««w<a< 
hwa— Anm &ar diviM hnyifirtiiMgk 
Wfcf ^e« rin^ DM oDme di«p« Akm 

tat^ be snlotaiy to. oimelvet ? 

We acoiwe fate of maliguity, beoaoM 
it always strikes upon the most senntiva 
fartofooriMitarejyet we ought not to ac- 
cuse the malignity of fate, bat the impetu- 
osity of our desires, "which preci^ntate d> 
against opposing obstacles, as in tile ar> 
dour of combat we iDadrerteBtly niih foe- 
ward upon the sword of the memy. Be- 
sides this, the instruction whidi oagl4 to 
result from misfortune, bears with the 
greatest force upon that part of «tir cha- 
racter which has ^ most need to be re- 
pressed. We cannot admit a belief in God 
without trapposing that be directs chaaee 
in its operation upon man. We oaimot 
tben conceive this chance to be a blind 
power, and it therefore remains to b« 
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toaaideredf wbetbo- he by whom it is go- 
Tersecl has granted to man the- liber^ 
either to sabmit or to wididraw from ita 
influence. .We Aa& proceed to consider 
this in the sectHul part of these reflections. 
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SECTION n. 



What are the Lams imposed igaon us hf 
the Christian Religion, relatively to Skt' 
wide? , 

TVhen Job the man of grief was at- 
tacked by every species of niisfortan^, 
when be was deprived of his possessions 
and his children, and was bowed down by 
the most poignant bodily sufferings, his 
wife exhorted him to renounce life, to 
*' carse €rod and die" " What," re- 
plied . he, '* shall I receive good from 
the hand of God and not evH," and by 
whatever sorrow he was assailed, this' 
reflection reconciled him to his situa- 
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tion and his patience receired its reward. 
It has been generally believed that Jeb 
}H«ceded Hoses, bat at least he existed 
before the Advent of Jesus Christ, and in 
an epoch' wbea the hc^ of iunnortality 
was not giiaranteed to the hnmaai race. 
What Ifaen at this time would have been 
his tfaot^ts ? We observe in the BiMe^ 
Bi«i socfa as SampstHi and the Maccabeas 
devote- thems^es to death fdr the ae- 
^ iJonfA^ment of a desig^n which they be- 
Ueved exalted and usefel, but in no in- 
rtance -do -we find. «xaaple» of mieidc 
where a disgwt to- ike evib c^ life abe tike 
only cause. In no part ^ this- d«0eiti«a 
id our af^p4Hiited let been censideved ev«ni 
as possible. It has been fre^Bently ob^ 
served^ that there i» ua passage ki tfM 
Gospel qjiich.coDreys a posittYe-disappro*- 
batian of this act, but as the discoiKites. of 
Jams. Christ rathev tcace the priac^lea 
of conduct than the detailed appUoUim 
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cilheWw, in it notmffieintly dmr tet 
the gMonl spirit of the Goapdi tcndi to 
incukMe^ ntart tntne ¥«igiMUi«i to 

tbe Dirine wiU? 

^JMMd are ej^^ ,i>Ao nunmt, says 
Christ,^ thijf shall he comforted, tfawf 

cron and foikm me. Whem ye are per- 

att places be aiwouaces that \m nHSHea 
is to te&cb aoen that the ifeiigB of Imiibmi 
erU it to purify tbrsMri, and that ntestM 
hiq^ness is obtaiped by vnt rtligiw oa- 
dwaaceof Uiem. Ttus i« tbe precise in- 
teatiQii qi tKe doctrine ef Jesne Cbrist^ 
md chicidatos tbe mytsterf of evil. 

rWo May find many beaotifel p mt a a^ta 
respecting' ttocMiiaioiably betbiatbeH&* 
brew prepbetsy and anongst tbe F^tur 
|iiyiOB<;i|)ben» bat Jesofi Cbriet deMende^ 
wfa^ eartk to preaeb cbariCy^ patience 
and £u(h, and tbeie.nriDef-t«B4 eqiial^ to 
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comfortthe iniserable. The first, charity* 
inculcates oht duty to others ; the secood^ 
patieocet iostracts us in these consdatioua 
to whi^h we ought to recur ; and the 
third, faith, announces their recompence. 
The greater part of the evangelical 
maxims would be deficient in their basis 
if they permitted the infliction of volun- 
tary death ; for sorrow inspires the mind 
with the uec^sity of calling upon God, 
and the iusufficiency of worldly possessi- 
ons renders the prospect of another life 
peculiarly necessary. 

In the intoxication of prosperity' we 
rarely observe a holy respect for what is 
sacred. The attraction towards worhlly 
happiness is so. lively, that all other ob- 
jects fade^ even the splendour of a future 
existence. It was once said by a Gerr 
man philosopher, to obtain such a thing, 
J would subtract two millions of years 
Jrom i»y eternal /elicit^, and he was sin- 
gularly moderate in the sacrifice which 
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he offered, since temporal enjoyments are 
commonly much more lively than religi- 
ous hopes, and spiritual life or cliris- 
tianity, which is ODe and the same 
thing, would cease to exist if sorrow had 
no root ia the heart of man. Deliberate 
saicide is perfectly irreconcileable with the 
duistian futh, which principaHy rests 
npon the different duties of resignation. 

With respeclto saicide occasioned by 
momentaty delirium, or a transport of de- 
spair, it is possible the Divine Itegislator of 
thehuman race never had occasion to speak 
of it amongst tiie Jews, who bad never 
exhibited an example of this species of 
^ror, though he incessantly combated, in 
the Pharisees the vices of hypocrisy, 
insincerity, and- unbelief. It might be 
said that he considered the wrong direc- 
tion of the passions as maladies of the 
mind, and not as its natural state, and 
that he always directed his views 
more to the general spirit of moriUity 
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than to preceptA, which ma; d^ad 
v^a particular ch-camstances. 

Jesos Christ iDceasantly commands 
mankiDd not to be occupied with tin 
preeent life, bid as it is coaneefced witli 
immorialHy. Wh^ Utka yt $hokgkt fm 
your raiment ? behotd Ae Kliie$ of th» 
^idt tAetf nwk not, TieHHer do they 
8pm; jfet I my wOoirot^ tkafeotn Solo- 
man in mtt Am gbiry, wus n«t irrayed 
tike one «^ these. NeitW iiid<deii«e or 
cvdesmess ar£» twwcTer, incidci^ed' by 
this paGsage, but a »pee«8 of tran^DilTir 
wlBch WMiId be useftd even id the cun^ 
moB iatereoarsie oS t^ w«dd. C«n- 
qaeton tcvm this- smtimettt a confidcnm 
in &flir gbod ibrtane; cdigiouB mca* 
affiance in the aid -»( Vtovideoem ^ bat 
both discover id this latenial dispositioB 
of the mind, ai specie» <^ lUj^^Mrt wfauh 
iraprovea tbrir judgneDt eren of waMHy 
(tirenmstances* and giveii th#m wiags to 
escape its erik. 
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Soffle be^e. . tbey fi^ee tbemselvM 
feo^i the ehab of hmnan ermts by Am 
intenU<w of wlfwDrder, shwdd Aty faU 
iff tl)« fMWomjstsbmeiit of Uieir desire*. 
Ir a sy«tom like this we must coocasve 
«HnelTefl predsefy. at oqr own diifwal» 
and at hbetty to «|iiit oar utmtiaa wheo^ 
^ver our 8atii&ctio& in it has ceased. If 
the Go8^ accord«d with this, w<) should 
diMovcr in it some lessuu of prudeace ; 
but whatever b^oogs to rirtne can only 
haro a Tcry restrained applieatioa, siece 
^^wtiie connste idone in ^e prefnntee 
which we gire to othern, or to the doa»* 
BJoa of .duty over personal into^, b^ 
"nkem w« renooDce life solelj because we 
■•■ longer enjoy it, we- prefer ourselves to 
otherf^ and descend to the Httleness of 
egoHsm. 

' In ewery reHg^ioasi argument adduced 
agwnst soieide, that which has. the most 
frequently recurred is the express prohi- 
bition iu the Decalogue, Tfum $kaU not 
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kill. Doubtless this argument may be 
admitted, bat as it is impossible to <;on- 
sider the man vho destroys his own life 
with the same eye aa aa awassin, the 
trne point in view in this question; is, that 
happiness being the sole end . of human 
life, man ought to labour for perfection, 
and coDuder his duties as having nothing 
to compromise with his sufferings.^ 

It was said by Marcus Aureliujt, that 
i/tere was no more of evil in parting from 
lifet than in going out of . a .^smokjf 
chambers were this really the case, 
suicide would be much more irequf^itt 
for when once the. iUioBion of .yojith is 
past, it 19 difficult to reflect upon the 
course of past events, and to preserve the 
same love of esisteuce. We may persist 
in this existence, through the fear of de- 
parting from it, but if. thi» motive alooe 
retained us on earth, all those, who have 
vanquifihed terror by the habits of a 
military profession^ all those whose ima- 
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ginations are more impressed by the 
spectre of life, than with those of f)ea&, 
Wduld spare themselves the long period of 
snffering, which forms a glooiuy contrast 
to' the pleasures of youth. i 

Rousseau, in his letter upon soieide, has 
asked, Why should me be permitted to 
cut off" a leff^ i/'we mat/ not equally take 
away lifeP 'Has not the will of God 
given us both? A passage in the Gospel 
replies precisely to this sophism. If 
thy hand offends thee^ cut it off. If thine 
eye offends thee, pluck it out and cast it 
from thee. This passage of the Gospel 
applies to temptation, and though not to 
suicide, may be properly used in refu- 
tation of the argument of Rousseau. 
Man is permitted to use his effort for 
curing every species of physical evil, but 
be is prohibited from destroying his exist- 
ence, or, in other words, he has received 
the power of choosing between good 
and evil.. By this power be exists, by it 
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be mast be rtnewidt mhI erery tfaibg n 
Mbordinate to t^t prioeipfe of Mtkm 
which if entirely ooKnected vKfa liiK 
•Kerttea of liberty. 

In encouraging' men to si^port thtf 
tvonUes of Ufe, Jens Ciirist iscesMdUy 
calb their attentsen to 1/be eAtacy ot 
prayer. jT^AkuI, and it ^aH 1» opttUA 

fte bepes thw givett hafve no «0D»ee^iM£ 
Mtb t^ erents of human Rfe; pt&yer 
predominates over the ili^osltiom of the 
taind. Iufcraml trflnqaillity. and «&terfitd 
prosperity, we ec[n»lty denominaCe happij 
MBS, yet ttotUngf ottn more essenlMSy 
diffin' tiuut ttese cKfi^at soWfcesof etl" 
jeyineat. Thtt pluloGo^rs of ^ 
t^teeKlh eentmy hAvts supported morft-' 
ttty wpoo the positive advtintai^ Whkfi 
it procnres if) society, and have cOAfndered 
ftaatelf^ititerest weflttbd^rstood. Christ 
tianity has transferred the seat of oOf 
purvet mtnfitelions to Uie recesses of 
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(be ted. 1(w phiosopliers pmmse tenf 
poral bdwBtagw to the Tirtttocu, and on 
WKe acesnntii tbey »re ri^bt ; for in llie 
oemmon coofse of events it is probaUe 
tbnt tbe blesiiHi^ of ttdt Frfe accompany 
DiMr^ conduct; but if the «Tpectatioil 
refftectnig tins was ehinericaU despair 
might then be legitimate ; for Tirtue being 
nerefy cAiMdered as i^ecnlaHTe, when 
that feSed, exisbeaee might be qoitted. 

ClwifltiaiHty, on the contrary, [daces 
happiness m^ireme)^ in the impressions 
dependent upon conscience. Hare we 
not fi«qaentfy proved, even trpart from 
r^gieus considerations, that onr internal 
ftehngH wMe not always in nnison with 
our circmnstances, and tlmt we hare ex- 
perienced nrare or less of happiness t^an 
would have reintted from a right view of 
our sitnation ? Xf this is a dm^e effect 
of tike weakness of human nature, how 
iDuc^ of increased power may be pro- 
duced in tbe mind by Ae holy and secret 
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iuflvLence of piety ? Let us ai^ those nrtv- 
ovis beings who- h^ve been Tinted by, a£- 
flictiqn, whether they have not scwoetimea 
experienced an unexpected trauqpillil^ of 
soul ? In such moineqts a straiu of celeSr 
tial harmony is heard in the desert, ^iid it 
seems to.anDooDc^ thei. fbe xo(k f^}l 
ponr forth the living wato^. . .... 

When Louis XVI. the most viirtuow 
and respectable victim, faction evfir 
immolated, was led to. the scaffold, 
he was asked what assistance would in 
this abyss of misfortune be granted hin) 
from the hand of God ? In a moment 
was heard the angelic invocation in the 
voice of the minister who attended him, ex- 
cla.immg,SonofSt. Louis ascend to heaven! 
His worldly greatness^ his celeatial hopes 
were united in these simple words. In 
recalling to his mind his illustrious race, 
they elevated him above the ignominy to 
which he was subjected, they invoked his 
forefathers, who extended Uieir crowns to 



mieotne ibe Mriral of the Sunt- intb^ 
oetwtiftl iHMsiMs.' Pbrlnfp^ hi tSiii^' 
iaiUnt he peWwi+ed t^ieiii with the 6fe of 
raMhi ' Hte ttp^rclached' the bbundaries of 
tkiM, 'aM oW-calcuIattTohs o/lts progress* 
cotuienked hitti no moi'e. Who knowr 
W^tft ddigtits^tbe effects of on« coiupas^* 
•lonaM serrtiment might pt-oducb' ih hi*' 

"When a sanguinary hand bbuntl' 
those hatids' tfhich had borne the sceptre- 
of France, the'sanie' envoy- of God' ad- 
di«^ hi^ king vf'jttf the words, iSire, 
tktls}' fv^' GUr Lord conducted to death. 
\Wiat flsdistftnce must he have afforded to 
the martyr iii recalling this ditine modd! 
In fact, is Dof the most' sablime instance 
of thie saidrifice of life the basis of christian 
bdief? arid does' not this example strong- 
ly"' <iotitrA8f tJie diflference between the 
martyr fend" the self-destroyw. The" 
mirtyr Mi-ves the cause of religion by 
shedding his blood for tite beu^t of man- 



dO taarpsCTtona trpoy scnciDB. 

kind; he who ia guilty. of sakide ptar-- 
Terts every sentiment of cooragie, and- 
makes his death his disgrace. The 
martyr iostracts men' in the power of 
conscience, which can elevate him above 
the strongest physical evil;' the seK- 
liestroyer proves also the power of 'will 
over conscieoce, hat it is that of a dis- 
tracted charioteer who is no longer capa- 
ble of holding the reins of- his car, and 
precipitates himself into an ahyim instead 
of directing it to its {HV{)er destination. 
It may be said that in the commission of 
this terrible crime the mind, experiences 
a degree of fury which in one in^nt con- 
centrates an eternity of torments. 

The conclnding scene in the life of 
Jesus Christ, seems peculiarly intended 
to confute those who contend for the 
right of destroying life, to escape misfor- 
tune. The dread of snffering seized him 
who had willingly devoted himself to 
death for the good of mankind. He 
prayed a long time to his Father in the 
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gBT^ of the Mount-of Qlirea, and-ht» 
c«iiDt^(uice was shaded. hy the anguish 
qf death. My FaOter, he cried, if it is 
pimibki let tkis <}ttp pasijrmn me. Thnev 
with tears wa9 this pr»yer repeated. All the 
sorrows of our nature had passed through' 
his divine mind ; like us he feared the 
violence of men, like us perfa^is be re-' 
gretted .those whom he had cherished and 
loved, his mother and his disciples ; like 
us, (probal^y more forcibly than as,) iie 
loved this earth, aud the celestial plea- 
sures resuUing from .active bnievolence 
for whi^ he iacee^ntly thaaked his Fa- 
tjier. But not, able to avert the destined 
chalice, he cried. Oh, my Father, let thy 
tvill he thne, and resigned him&df into 
the hands of . his. enemies. What more 
-ean be sought for in the Gospel respecting 
resignation to grief, a^id the duty of sup- 
porting it with fortitude and patience ? 

The resignation we oiiiaia hy rehgions 
belief is a kind of iporal suid^le, and in 
d2 
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that respect i» precisely the revMie of 
auoide itself; for ^ eod of setf-remin- 
datioa is «ODaecrated to tbe gpood of otliers, 
vUbtsuimleoca^iOHied through dis|fiHtt. 
t»life is4»Ij saxffertoary mournnig 'for in- 
dividoal h^^ineHS. 

St. Fatil observes that those who pass 
their livw in pieamreare dead while they 
Sae, Every page in the sacred writings 
shows tite.great difPereaoe understood be- 
twean the man of the world and that of 
eteiiiitj. The former places life in what 
the other conaidm) as ' spiritnal death. It 
is then to be expected that the worldly 
man diould honour suicide, i^ilst he who 
directs his views to immortality exalte mar- 
^rdom; for whoever founds his morals 
' upon earthly hapjHuess, detests life when 
it deceives his promise, whilst he who 
makes real felicity consist in his commu- 
nications with the Deity, may enjoy hap-, 
piness in defiance of man, and we may 
even say in despite of fortune. When 
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tbe afflictions of life bsiTe taught us the 
■nrafficiency of offi* own strength, and tbe 
otnnipotenee of God, there is |H-od«ced 
in the soul a species of reg^oeration, the 
sweetness of which is inexpressible. Men 
tiiai judge themselves as they judge 
others, place their consciences between 
their own personal interests and these of 
their opponents, remain ciUin nnder their 
«wn appoi)ri:ed lot, in tbe conviction that 
4^ issues of it are not in (iieir hands. 
6elf4ov<e is also subdned, from the cer- 
-iaioty that it is not from themselves, bdt 
from nHUtkind at large to whom Atey may 
look for juatice. They are in 6ne, tran- 
((nitlized under the most insupportaUe 
-evil, that of die injustice of friends, either 
in the ackDowledgment of their own im- 
perfections, or in confiding to the bosom 
of bim who has beet loved them their mo^ 
secret thoughts, or in <Krecting their sen- 
sibility to the Beiag whence iA is derived. 
What a differowe is there between dm 
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religious'self-denialtd terrestrial warfare, 
and the fiiry by which men are led to sink 
under their sufferings! Self renunciation 
is indeed in every respect adverse to 
suicide. 

In addition to this, how can we believe 
ourselves secured by suicide from the 
troubles with which we are pursued? 
What certainty has the Atheist of anni- 
hilation?' cm* the Sophist of the mode of 
existence reserved for him? When So- 
crates 'taught the Greeks his' doctrine of 
-the immortality of the soul,' many of bii 
dfsciples, and some of the studious of his 
.time, devoted themselves to voluntary 
death, greedy to taste that intellectuf^ 
life, of which the conlbsed images of Pst- 
ganism hadnot presented a single idea. 
The emotion Afhicb must be occasioned 
by so novel a doctrine, might easily be- 
wilder persons of ardent imagination; but 
.how are Christians, to whom ihe promises 
of Ibtmre life have been united with 
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UureateniDg^ of retributory justice, how 
csD they hope that suicide vill terminate 
Uieir sufferings? If the soul survives death 
will the sentiment by vrhich it has been 
filled, whatever may be its nature, com- 
pose no longer a-part? Who can know 
what (wnnection may exist between earth- 
ly remembrances and celestial enjoy- 
ments ? Ought man from his own sug- 
gestions to brave that dangerous shore 
-from whence he is naturally repulsed by 
the strongest terrors? How can we de- 
stroy by wilful caprice, (and such may 
he termed every sentiment not founded 
upon dnty) the work of God in our 
hearts? How determine upon death whea 
we could not have secured birth ? How 
answer for our eternal state when the 
most trivial actions in this transient scene 
of existence liave .occasioned the most 
poignant regrets ? Who can conceive 
he is able to controul th<Me operationi 



„Cooi^lc 



Ji6 BSCXJCCrriONS VPOK StHOIBB. 

.pf destioy which goyeru his state in 
life, aud say, it is too much ? 

In resorting- to suicide men equally re- 
volt against nature and nature'^ God. 
Natural death is cfHoiaoiiIy ameliorated 
by the decline of our natural povti&ca, ^nd 
in sacrificing life to its ^ties we fu« 
supported by the elevaticu of virtue ; but 
the self-destroyer seems to arrive 'With 
hostile anus upon the opppsju^ b^qks of 
the tombf and boldly chaUeoges the pp^f!- 
tres of teiTor yr\fiiii ^abit it^ glootHf 
mansions. 

What despair must accotppany an ac- 
tion like this! What compa^sioi;!, what 
^«f(>and, compassion Bhogld he ii^t &r 
its miserable object ; but let npt hqman 
pri^ be blended i^ the action. I^et not 
the unhai^y conceive be is more a jaaan 
for beii^ less a Christian, an4 that an ia- 
telligent beiqg.kup'ws not where U^ place 
the nior-i4 dignity of fnan. 
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SECTIQN lit 

Of tkt Moral Dignity ^ Man, 

Xbb greater proportion of individuals in 
Ifceir present slate of existence attend 
either to their own natural good, or to 
their consideratioii in the world, and in 
the multitude theife two objects are united. 
But the importance of the former, con- 
sists in the ascendancy acquired by power 
and fortune j and in the latter the respect 
inspired by talents and rirtue. Those 
who pursue power and fortune desire how- 
ever that they shonH be considered as 
possessed of' oiora) qualities, and still 
more of superior talents ; bat this is only 
a secondary object, which must yield to 
» 5 
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the preceding^} for tlie depraved know- 
ledge of maokind teaches us that die 
most solid advantages of tliU life are those 
which procure us the asnstance rather 
tiian the esteem of men. 

We may leave here as perfectly forei^ 
to the subject those whose amhition bcM 
no object superior to fortnne and power, 
but shall examine with attention in what 
consists the moral dignity of man, and 
this' examination will necessarily lead us 
lo consider the immolation of life onder 
two precisely opposite points of view, ^e 
sacriticd inspired by virtue, and the dift- 
gust which results from disappoint«d pns- 
aon. We have already in ctmnection 
with reh^on opposed martyrdom to rai- 
eide, and we may in connection with mo- 
ntl digiuty produce the contrast between 
K devoteduess to duty, and a rebellion 
•gslnA oar circumstances in life. 

A devotedncKs to duty would commonly 
induce os rather to reoove thfu to inffict 
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'death, yet there are amongst the ancieoti 
instances of suicide proceeding from this 
source. Gurtius threw himself into the 
gulph to fill it up; Cato fell upon his 
sword to convince the world that one fre« 
Spirit existed under the dominion of Cce- 
sar; but such men do not destroy them^ 
telvea nkerely to escape from Borrow; the 
first detiired to ^ave his country ; and the 
^er off«%d an example to the world, the 
ascendancy of which still exists. Cato 
pkssed the - preceding night in penvin|f 
the Fhiediin of Socrates in which suicide 
w precisely Condemned; but this exalted 
patriot knew that he made not the ttacn> 
fice to himself, bat to the cause of liberty^ 
and according to cikvumstanees this cause 
may-exact the waiti^ for death like So- 
crates, or the inflictioQ of deaUr like 
Cato. - ■■ 

The characteristic «f true moral dig*- 
'Hity in man Is a devot^dness to duty. 
"What we perform on our, individual ««• 
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vihick cpQunf^ds a4niiratijOPt but tftisiuU 
fpir»ti(m ^ only due to. tlf« spcnficp of 
^f podei; whatever form it way be prft- 
f^nted. An elevated mind iucfsmntly 
,tenda t9 free m frpm whatever is purely 
^elfi^t and to uaite us to the sablime 
yiewif of \hj^. Creator of the univmct. 
T|if powers pf ^ffectioq and diought oa)y 
comfort and exalt us wfien they t^ar^the 
fffind frpm pentqpal itppr^mu. Dirty 
^^ c^itbi^iasqi ditfu&e a purer air mto the 
bq$.op); ^If-love, irritation, and impa- 
tie|ice> vflv eneinies which ccmscieuce if^- 
yo|Ees u^ to combat, awl th^ aeriea of life 
in a moral being nearly consists in the 
continual option and re-action of internfil 
iftreugth against external circumstances, 
and of external circum^anqss against this 
strength. This is the true measiuie of the 
greatness of mai^ but it is only entitled 
to our admiration in the generous being 
wbo opposies him».^lf to him;self, and knowi 



.Cookie 



RBTLIBOTIOIKI UPON SPteiD]!. <1 

bow to make the sa(iri6ce vtiiob is nr 

Genius aad talents may prodace gr&^ 
^ects ill the world, bat when thtir direc- 
tiOD has 90 otJief ot^eet tbui the persoafd 
ambition of the possessor, they no longer 
oopstitpte a divine nature in man. They 
are only auxiliaries to address, to pnv 
.ndenoe, and to all those worldly qualities, 
iiM type of which exiAl in the inferior ani- 
faalfi,thoagbit8 perfec^n belongs toman. 
IHte paw of a fox, or the polltf^ pes 
.of bim who sells bis opinion for bis iirter^ 
efi^ is pfeeisely the same as far as re»- 
f^t^ moFAl dignity. A man of genhu 
who adraaces his own interest at the ex- 
■peoce of human happiness, however en- 
.dowad by Huperior qualittes, is really 
:4elfifih>' and the principles of his condtioit 
^e:morflly those of animal li^ The 
■distinction between consciousness and 
instinct, is the feeling and the knowledgie 
of ^y, a«d (hriy always consiabi in the 
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-ftocrifice of self to tbe good of others. 
The whole problem of moral life is in- 
cluded ID this, all the dignify of a ha- 
man being is -in proportion to bis forctf, 
not only against death, bat against exist- 
ing interests. The qther force, that 
which overturns the obstacles opposed to 
oar desires, has succesw for its recora- 
pence, .as well as its object ; but he is 
not ' more admiraMe for using his on- 
derstandiog, to sobject others to his pas- 
sions, than for em^^oying his feet to walk, 
or his hands to receive; and in the erti- 
ntatioD «f moral qualities, the motive 
ofactiwu can alooe determine their va- 
Ide. 
' Hegeiippus, of Cyrene, the disciple of 
AristippUK, at the same time incoleated 
suicide and sensuality. He advanced 
that men ought to pursue no other object 
than pleasure in this life, bat as it 
is very difficult to secure enjoyment 
he recommended death to those by 
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whom they could not be obtuned. Tim 
. doctrine affords the best niotive for mi- 
cide, and eviuces the species of selficb- 
ness with which it is blended, aH I have 
already said with an act by which setf 
must be destroyed. 

A Swedixb philosopher, named Ro* 
beck, wrote m long dissertatiou i^km) sui* 
eide, and killed bitnself after be bad 
composed it. This doctruie was, that 
we should encourage a contempt of life, 
even so far as the commission of hemi- 
cide. Do not the must 6agitieus charac- 
ters also despise lifvP Every thing ooo- 
sists in the motive which prodooeit -tho- 
tacrifice. Suicide, relative to itself, whiek 
&as been carefully distinguished from the 
sacrifice of existence to vutoe, provei 
only one tJiiog in - respect to conragef. 
which is, that the will overpowers physi- 
eal'iostinct: thousands- of sokliers incet- 
■aanlly prove this truth. Inferior ani^ 
wlds, it itt observed, neVdr dertroy theok- 
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selves. Ibefleetion is do part of tbeir 
-nature ; tbey aj^iear st present to be en- 
■dutioectt igiuN'anl: of the fohire, and to 
have collected netting btit habitti frmn 
the past. Bot do soMier are their pas- 
sions irritated, than they brave dang^, 
and eren that last danger, vhicb we call 
death, of which they have donbtlets no 
idea- The courage of a large propor- 
iito of men depends also spon this ab- 
sence of {N%sight. Robeck has, tfaem- 
ibre, been erroneous in thus exalting the 
ttontompt of life. There are two waya 
in whkh it may be sacrificed, either be- 
eanse we give to virtoe a preference over 
fldf, or because we yield the pref^^ence 
to passion, and ' are unwilling to lire, 
when we have lost the hope of happi- 
ness. This seittiment is not entitled to 
esteem; but to fwtify our minds by the 
iteration o^ our own thoughts, anaidst 
the reverses of life* to support our ooa- 
rage by. the exertion -we only can mi^e, 
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-by oppoaoDg peace of coDScience "^.j,^ 
irritation of tepiperament, thia is wiie 
TCQurage, compared to whidi what re- 
sults fiKHU the constitution is little, vAai 
js iospired by sdf>l»v«i, stUlless. 

Some persona ailvuice that tbei^e are 
iciroaiDstances vhere, finding owaelves 
jnly burtheuuime to others, itbecomes m 
duty to deliver them from the weight. One 
■tile most powerful means of ioti-oduang 
Ao error in morals, is, to suppose sitoa- 
lions to which ihtre is -nothing to be «b- 
^oted exce^ that they do sot exist. 
Whera is the wretch who will'n«v«r«ie^ 
-o being to whom be may afford some oon- 
«e4atioa? W4iere is' the uBfvrtmMrte 
man who, 1^ his patience and F€sig»ati»»', 
maj not givie «n affecting example t» 
others, and produce feeUngs whieh the 
most powerful precepts coirid never m- 
^pire? ^ One half of life is its 'decline t 
what tiien has been the inte^ion of the 
Crea4or,in presenting thismelao^oly per- 
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spe^^Ve to man, to man, whose ima- 
gilli&tioD requires hope, and who only 
prizes what he already possesses as the 
■means of obtaining' more. It i^ obvioDs 
that the Creator has willed that mortals 
should depend upon themselves, and that 
the great effort of disinterestedness should ' 
commence long before the waste of 
strength has rendered it more easy. 

-No sooner have you attained mature 
age than you hear your death spoken of. 
Do you marry your children? you are 
liien called upon to estimate their pro- 
perty when you will be no more. Pa- 
rental duties consist in a series of sacri- 
4c«8, and no sopuer have children attain- 
ed the age of reason, thaa almost all the 
mjoyments they give are founded upcoi 
the sacrifices made to them- If then 
enjoyment was the only end in life, we 
ought to destroy ourselves as soon as we 
cease to be young, wh^i we begin to de- 
scend that mountain whose summit was 
crowned with so many brilliant illusions. 
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A man of genius, who had been com- 
plimented upon the courage with which 
he bad supported great reverses of 
fortune, replied, " I am even ' con- 
toled for having past the age of twenty- 
five." In fact, there are few sorrows more 
bitter than the Ioks of youth. It may be 
taid that the mind accustoms itself to this 
by degrees — without doubt, time is the ally 
of reason ; it weakens the resistance we are 
disposed to make, but where is the impetu- 
ous mind which is not irritated by the at- 
tacks of old age ? Are the passions calmed 
in the same proportion as bodily energies 
decline? Do we not frequently .view a re- 
newal of the punishment of Mezentius, by 
the union of a living scut wlith a deceased 
body, inseparable enemies- to each other? 
What availtheseglooDiyi^ecursors, which 
nature has appointed' to precede . death, 
if it was not ordained that we should ex- 
ist without the pleasure, andtJiBt wedtould 
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daily resign flower after flower the crown 
of life. 

Savages not having; the same id^as of 
religion or the philosophy of man, cob- 
ceive tiiej confer a benefit upon their ftn- 
cestors by killii^ tbeoa when tb^y are old. 
This adioB is Sauuded upou the same 
principle as soicide. It is cert^Q tb^ 
kappiuess, In the acceptation of it, a&rd- 
ed by the passiooSf the enjoyments of self- 
love, at leasts can oo longer exist i)r the 
(Vged ; but it possesses thsut^ whid), t^ ite 
development of morid dignety, seems to 
aonoance the {^roach of anUber life, as 
.in ^e long days of the norths the twilight 
of evening is mingled with the dawn of 
the following day- I have seea those 
noble Jk>oks inspired with futurity ; and 
they seemed to announce, as a prophet, 
the old man, who was no longer occupied 
witb the cares or pleasures of life, but re- 
generated byiiiselevatioDof mind,asifbe 
had already passed the tomb. Thus may 
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w« be anned ' against misfortune ; — thus, 
eveniq the itreng^h of life, circumstances 
fVequently gire the si^al for th^ de- 
tachment from existence which time will 
sooner or later demand. 

" Yon have very humble dimghts, will 
be objected by some, who are persuaded 
that greatness consists in the goods of for- 
tune and our superiority to surrounding ob- 
jects, when on the contrary, it results from 
the power of self-command. Such per- 
ssons contrast Christianity with the philoso- ' 
phical systems of the ancients, and pretend 
that their doctrines were more favourable 
to enei^yof character, than those which 
have resignation for their basis. But 
certainly we cannot cotrfound resignation 
to the will of Ood, with condescension to 
the power of man. Those heroic patri- 
ots of antiquity, who would rather en* - 
brace death than slavery, were capable' 
of a religious submission to the decrees 
of Heaven, whilst the modern wrttersj' 
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who assert that CbristiaDfty enfeebles the 
mind, would in defiance of their apparent 
strength, bend under tyranny with niore 
sppplene£|6 than a weak but t^uly christioii- 
like old man. 

Socrates, the most honoured of sftgex, 
refused to escape from his prison when be 
was condemned to die. He conceived it his 
duty to g^ve an exnmple of obedience to 
the leg;islature of his country, though it 
y/ai nojust towards him. Does not this- 
sentiment belong to real firmness of cha- 
racter ? What grandeur was there also 
in his phik>sophical conversation upon the 
ifumortajity of the soul, continued with 
so much serenity till the instant when the 
poison was presented to his lips ! During 
two thousand years, men of intellect, 
heroes, poets, artists, have by their wor- 
sb^ consecrated the death of Socrate^ ; 
but of those thousands of suicides caused 
by disgi^st or the wearin^s of life, with 
whidi the annals of every country of the 
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world are filled, what traces are left in the 
rfemembraDce of posterity ? 
.' If the ancients are prodd of Rentes, 
Chriatitmb, without 'eDUmeratin^ the mar-- 
tyrs, may produce luuuerous- examples of 
that hoI^6 strength of mind, opposed to 
which the irritation and dejection 'whidi 
produce suicide, will only appear worthy 
of pity. Sir Thomas More, the chancel- 
lor of Henry the 8th, was confined dur- 
ing a whole year iii the Tower of Lon- 
don, and every day rejected' the offers- 
m^de him by a powerful king, to be re- 
instated in his favor, on condition of sap-' 
prettsing the conscientioi:^ scmples for 
which' he had heeu removed. Dnring- 
one year he .learned to die, and died lov- 
ing life, which redoubles the greatness of 
his ' sacrifice. Celebrated as an author,' 
he delighted in those intellectual occupa- 
Uons which filled every hour with conii-' 
naally increasing interest. Onfe beloTed' 
daughter, who could appreciate the ge- 
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uids oif socfa a fattier, difihsed ovee Ast 
interim- of his householdi & ceAtigBoal 
<;batm. Hunged intoadan^^soayieiidosed 
widrintkose bars vfaach.oooU.oid^ be pe- 
netrttte^ b^ brcdien aaii mtebtiptad iigiit>^ 
and witli tjie knowledge tbat^ BofcCEkvirtan' 
this gloomy rendence was a deligfatfU- 
mansion, upon the. verdant banks- oftlK 
Thames^ which offered huuthrere-uoibn of' 
every pleasure which the afibctinne of hu! 
&miiy and philosophical studies could' 
i^rdt yd; did be remain unshaken, the 
soifFold could aotiDtiuidate him, his feeble' 
health, rndely diaken, could not weaken 
his reeol^ion ; he found- support.in the-eK-' 
tdtntaoaof the<sDul» which ^is unexhtiust- 
able, becaiiM^itis-et^rnalt H« 'died' bc^i 
oauRe he willeA it ; sacrifioiiig to-liH ooti- 
science^ happinef8,;ai)d- life; vorretv^ing' 
evef7>e»joyment to tAat feeling of duty- 
wiiitih' is! the pepfeofiob ' of ' h«intan-mitum,< 
that which fructifies the miiid, a^ in the' 
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pbyeSed order of iAe BDiVerse, tlw sun ch- 
It^tens the world. 

jBi^bod, (he birth-place of this rirtu- 
ous «itizai, is •«4iicfa w nan j others have 
W*df sacrtfeed Hfe to virtae: — England 
udMnguished asthe coontiry in wiiidi 
^ Ifraatert MOj^^r of luiftides are com- 
mitted ; and we are, with reaion, astoniA- 
ed, lii^ ID a nation where religion exer- 
oiKS an extended a«id noble empire, the 
example of sack eiror should be afforded.' 
Tho«e, luwerer, who represent the En- 
gfeb as men of cold characters, suffer 
theuaelveii to be deceived by the reserve 
•f theirmanners. The English charac- 
t«r ti, in fact, very lively «nd even impe- 
tooos ;<theH- admirable constitution, which 
ki 4^ aaost exalted degree developes 
their auml powers, is of itself sufficient to 
tbew ca«s fer thought and action j die 
»M«H)*My of existence agrees not with 
them» UiGugfc tfcey frequently constrain 
Aemeirwitoit They tiiea dirersify with 
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bodily exercises the species of life wbicli 
to ns appear so unifonn. 

No nation has been so adveoturoos as 
the English. From ooe end of the world to 
the other, from the fall of the Rhine to 
the cataracts of the Nile, whatever has 
been attempted, either singnlar ot darings 
has been done by the English. Extnifv- 
dinary wagers, sometimes even blameable 
excesses are a procrf of the vehem^ice of 
their character: their respect for the laws, 
&at is, the moral law, the political law; 
and the laws of decorum, externally re- 
press their nalu>'al ardour of character, 
but it does not the less exist; and when 
circonistances deprive it of food,' when 
chagnn invades their vivid imagination, 
the ravages tliey produce are incalcula- 
ble. 

It is asserted that the climate of Eng- 
land has a singular tendency to produce 
melancholy. Of this I cannot judge, for 
the sky of liberty has always appeared to 
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me peculiarly pare, bat I canaot beUeve 
diat the frequency of «ucide is attributa* 
ble to . pbyncal oaosea. Tbe nortbeni 
Heaveitt aie Imb .agreeoblfr than that of 
BngJaiHl, yet under.thcsn thane is te«s di»T 
gust, to . life, becaase the ivind has Le«i 
need for action and yariety. Another cir- 
cunutance which renders suicide morq 
frequent io Bn^pd is the extreme im- 
portance, attached to puUjc c^inion: Nq 
aoivner is the reputation of a.pian im[wr<< 
ed, than life becomes insupportable. 
Thii? extreme horror of censare, is cer- 
tainly a very necessary restraint to the 
greater part of mankind, 'but there ia 
something infinitely more noble in possess- 
iDg ao asylnm within our own hearts, and 
to find there a sanctuary where tbe voice 
of God invites ns to repent of our sins, or 
recompenses as for our good though oiis- 
taken intentions. 

Suicide rarely takes place amongst the 
inhabitants of the sootb. The air th^ 
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brMtfae inifans a iweiof Jife* ttw empire 
of paUie epMioa 1im len wei^ in » 
eomttty 'wbere thetvu Sew mBeiior boo- 
ety, Ae ^njo^ iwU vf ^mm lieligli^l 
'scmMvf QMbWB iwtiify cquaHy the g«f«t 
wd the IMe. Vhe-wptmg of Itaty U n 
MMlf Mdkient to 4iffaM iMppinetB wlo 

- GtmaOKjF pKsenta i^ny iiutaHon of 
tlBcide, bat the -owum are very dilSereiit, 
and freqtteotfy vety «apnciotiB, as ta«at 
■lAtmHy be <the remit -amoDg « |>e(^Ae 
wfaere metapl^icef eadiusia^ predomi- 
mtes, n%n«^ )nt8 do fixed object, or nse- 
M end. The d^ects of the Geimaiw re- 
BtM more fren Aeir circatnitaBces than 
Aieir oluracter, and these they would 
doifbtien eai^y ooivect, if there «Kii*ed 
ttmoiif them « pditicaisTstera, nloidated 
te^enac4N-e» tomen-wlke aw vovAty 
of being patriots. 

An «Teiit wfatcfc has Iatc4y taken place 
A B^fUn tt^ afford «ome idea^ftiienB- 
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fi^ enltetioa «f wUdi the Ckrmaiv 
ar» arHGCfitiUe*, tlie paitieidar natiTei 
wUdi' occasMoed Ibe arrer «f two indrri* 
'daala, whatewrtkejiaay be, are flf little 
«uportaiiee,b«UhecaliMsia8M vitfa wfaadi 
•OBMof«uv rotempenurteshaiveipsfccniif 
«D actios for wkidivcoMght tosiwfor te 
g ie a « ni tiiiddgepcevm<ritsA < iii K i«l SCTicnB 
«ttentios. IftwopersNKemmnrtfyanfNk 
tmale Wulresorted t& deatb, im^domgrthe 
'OMapasHOB of feelm^ bearti^ Mid VMoo- 
meoding' thenwelves 4o the prayeni «f 



' U. dc K. and Madtine de V. two ^runi sf 
very estimable cbaracteiis, departed from BerUa, 
their usual place of abode, about the clou of the 
year 1S11, fo an Inn at PolKdam, where tbey spent 
Bone houn in Ixking refreihnent, and in singBig 
togetbertbe eaaliclcii. uacd o« icctiviag tbe Laid) 
Suppct- Af^ "■■*> wit'' Biuttul cowfltnt, dw mm 
blew iHit the bnius of Ibe lady, u^ killed bioaelf 
immedialely afler. Madame de V. had a father, a 
busband, and a daughter ; MoQsieur de K. wa* a 
poet, and an officer of merit. 
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pious miiKfe, none could have refiued dwir 
syinpBthy for \he sorrows wiath deprived 
them of reason, whatever might be the 
wpecies o( folly- it Boggested. Bat can 
we repremnt a mtttwd amalwinslioi), aa 
the sablimky of reaBOB, religion, and lor*? 
can we give di» appellatieii' ef rirtae 
to die conduct of a w^nan who votanta* 
rity absolrea herself from Ae' duties of a 
daughter, wife, and mother ? or to a man 
who makes use of his coon^ to depnt 
in this way Irom life ? 

Yet was diis woman so satisfied wi& 
die action she committed, as to write in 
dying, that «A« mould Jrom the height of 
Heaven match over her daughter ; and 
whilst the righteous frequently tremble on 
the bed oi death, she believed herself 
seoire of the prntioa of the Messed. Two 
beings who are termed estimable, admit- 
ted religion as a third actor in a scene the 
most sangoinaryand revolting ! Two chris- 
tians cwnpared iniirda to the holy com- 
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munion, and leaving open beside themtlK 
canticle.cbauDted by die faithful wben they 
meetto vow obedieoce to the divine model 
ofresignation and patience^ Whatadeliri- 
Qm in the woman, and what an abuue of his 
faculties in the man! Mi^t not be be 
piwperly termed an aasasain, even tboi^^fa 
he had obtained the consent of the unfor- 
tunate beia^ he immolated ? ConldamOi- 
mei^ary impulse of the ever-vacillating' 
iDt^l.give a fellow creature ^e right of in- 
fringing the eternal principles of huma- 
nity and justice? It may be said^ Uiat 
the perpetrator of this crime, killed him- 
self almost at the same moment as his 
friend, but who could imagine he had 
this ferocious rigii of property in another's 
existence, even thoiigb he should conoeive 
he was authorized to dispose of his own ? 
Bat had this man who resolved to cHe^ 
DO country ? Coidd be not combat for her 
sake ? Was tJiere no noble and perilous 
enterprize in which he might <^l^ a great 
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csampls ? Wbst is that, he htu ^ven ? 
Be aurely did aofc expect that die hnmftn 
race dboald ever enter into a coaventioii 
to abdicate the g^ift of life! And y«t^ 
what otber oMMeqacRce ooald be- drawn 
from the soicid« of two beings whose 
only aisfortUDe it was, that they bred ? 
For these two fanthfal friends them 
renained perh^s a yet", at least A 
day, to see each other, to esnvave to^ 
yetber, wImb by their mm act t^ 
Mnihtlated thi» space of happVoess. One 
«f these cosld disfigure the featares itt 
wtBcb he had read generous thoughts, the 
fltho* wished no longer to hear the voice 
which had' insjnred them in her stmf. 
Tet all this barbarity which shoold seem 
to have been prompted by hatred, was 
caHedlove; m their interoaurse we are as- 
ivred thefcwaa the most perfect iimoceaee't 
And is this enoogh to justify ouch feroa- 
•« madness? Ami what adrsmtage d« 
not took rfelouoos give to those, who 
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coMider eiHliiisiaMn at an evil ? TraeeA* 
thiuiaHra sboald vmite witfa reaim^ wJriiA 
ksgenialwarMtkderekipM. Howcanop- 
poaitHMi be s^tftosed tp exul between twa 
qoalitroi cMMnoa to th« hwMan son), and 
which are as rays of Ae waate foraa? , 

When reaaan it said to be ittcenipalifai* 
with entbuiHafm, calcokitieaisnibBtitated 
for the onp« and folly for the ollwr. Then 
H reasoB ia entbusiami, and endmaiam 
IK reason, wheneTer either of tbeee spnog* 
fneiB nature alone, aad U pure and «b» 
BMO^ed with affiectatiaa. One w. aMcn» 
ished to find vanity Mid affectatioa hi m 
aakide; ^eae settttnacnts M ftlie and 
finvalouain Hfe, to what are they rnat re* 
daced at the Jnur of /death ? The ttraog* 
eetfedit^ alone ahmiM seem capaUe of 
tvgtB^ the liuad to tbia ntost tenable o* 
twtttophe ; but it k us diffiodt for nan n 
inafiofl to bimaetf the end of cmltWMv 
tiiat Ik wifoaiataa tbe .moBt miseraJMa im 
tpHstsdCtlBa warU, with «fa» voImm a«« 
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of leaving it, his passions still liDgering 
On' die Tei^ of the grave. 

In exanuning ibe manner in which the 
douUe suicide of Berlin was accomplish- 
ed, it is impossible not to Ascover senti- 
mental aflectationin'one of the parties, and 
philosophical vanity in the ether. On the 
evening of that day, in wUefa the action 
ia to be committed, the mo^r sends her 
daughter to the play, as if a parent's death 
ought to be considered as afestival by tbd 
diild, whose young heart was thos to re- 
ceive all tite fahe impretnons of a be- 
wildered imagination; 

This mo^er dresHes herself in new 
attire as s holy victim. In the letter 
addressed' to her family; she enters into 
the most minute domestic details, in m^ 
der to shew' her indiff««nce for the act, 
die was' about tp commit — indifference, 
gracious Godi in disposing ofone's-s^, 
irithottt thy order, in passing from life 
to dead^' when neiUwr natore nor doty 
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aids to pass the abyss. — Tfae man who 
was BooD to become his friend's execu> 
tioner, partakes with her a banquet, ex- 
citing himself with songs and spirituous 
liquors, as if he dreaded the return of 
Keason. Haa not this maatlieaii- of auaut 
tbor without geniiis, ambitious to produce 
fay a reid catastfop^, those tragic effects 
to which, he proved unequal in poetry? 

In every instance it will be fouad 
that bue superiority^ a&cts no whiot- 
ncal singularity, and simply implies 
aa energy moi-e strong, and more in- 
tense .tban. is experienced by. the mass 
of men. Cienius i»,. in some respects^ 
|K>puler, and has cectaia points, of conn 
(act with the feelipgs of the majority. It 
is otherwise' with the .inflated spirit, on 
diat&iBpered imagination : those who pant 
to tiriimkph over their eqnals, and to extort 
^tention from the public, are^ apt to 
fancy they have made discoraries. iq, 
«()fpe iwtutQWDk cegpow of the .Uoman. 
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hearty and. even csrrj tbis infatdattoK 
M far, as to persuade themselves, dMt 
wbat revohs the common seose of wsn* 
kind, -k 1^ a more exalted ca^t, tbm 
what is UDiversall; relished and approved! 
a gigantic vanity, wUcb, if we may OM 
the phraite, tarns us out of btBnw naime^ 
and tsolatca us from oac own wpemet. li 
is for the doquenee and - inspiration of 
genius, to re-animote that Itrtcait feefing 
which exists in the bosom of the motteb' 
■core individnal, but which bcs periuftt, 
been stifled by apathy or virigar iNure. 
It is for nobler minds, by t^ir writings, 
or their actimis to disperse the ashe» which 
sometimes cover the sacred fire — But to 
create » new world, wholly strange to 
hnman sympathy, in which virtue is 
ttMde to abandon its duties, religion to 
lievalt from ^ine attthority, and tov« 
to in^nolate what it tderes ; this is the 
|i«or resak of senliments withoat bar* 
mmiff and iacidlieft witkoaA atiej^tkf 
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of a cimviag: desire for celebrity, to whicb^ 
Hu pita of natere, are wholly tnade- 
^oate. 

It Would be needless to eolai^e on an 
ttct of pfareazy, for which some personal 
^urcumstances, unknown to va, might per- 
haps afford palliation, if this event bad 
not foend apo1o|fiiits and almost panegy- 
rists in Germany. The spirit of system, so 
predominant in German writers, is with 
them diseorerable in almost all the relo- 
tions of life. In the simple truths already 
known,tbere in not sufficient sf»>pe to satisfy* 
their energfiesof min(l,aQd they are as am- 
bitious of innovating in sentiment and 
Conduct, as in literature and criticism. 
As, however, in afl the cnmbinations of 
art and-Hcience, we find nothing to efface 
our impressions of the glorious sun and 
the majestic oceans-nothing to destroy 
our aptitudes to receive pleasure from cer- 
tain objects in nature^ why dwnild 
not the affections (rf^e heart aiso be'im- 
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mutable ID their principles, however va- 
rious in their effects ? : I3 there not muoh 
more soul in what is universally felt and 
understood, than in- those human mon- 
sters, those abortive inventioiut. of the- 
imagination, crude and incoograous as a 
&ntastic tale. 

The ^ft of existence, is the miracle of 
«very moment ; and there is somediing so. 
sublime in the Thoug'ht and the ^ntimeat 
of which it. is composed, Aat one cannot 
without Mtonishment contemplate one's ' 
being, with those faculties it bestows. 
And shall we then rashly squander in a. 
moment of impatience, or listLesnjess, that 
breath of life, with which we have felt, 
love, cherished genius, and adored the 
Pivinity ? Shftkspeare says,, in speakings 
qf suicide } 

And tl)en what's brave — what* > noble, 
Lefs do it after the bigb Roman fashion, 
And mtke deatli proud to take na. 
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Bnt admUting, that we should be in- 
capable of ^at resignatioD which reposes 
on Christian principles, we ought at least 
to return to the classical beauty of cha- 
racter iu the Ancients, and make glory onr 
divmity, eren though we should not be 
worthy to immolate that very gl<»7 to a 
nu^e 8ublin}e virtue. 

We have shewn that the suicide, whose 
object is to lay down the burthen of life, 
bears not the self-devoted, but the self- 
iodalgent character, and consequoitly is 
unworthy to inspire enthuiiiasm. NeiUMr 
enterprise, nor even courage, merits 
praise, but as it is the instrument of that 
generous m^nanimity, which can pro- 
duce greater miracles than genius. Emi- 
nent talents do not always' ensure success, 
bnt the re-union of religious and patrio- 
tic views is infallible. Nothing is truly 
great, in which some virtue does not 
participate. Every other rule of Judg- 
nteut inevitably leads to error. The 
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events of this world, however imporfaat 
they appear to IH, are fKHnetimes mcrved 
by the tmalleDt springs, in whicb, 
chsace claims its part; iyat there can be 
neither littiene» nor caitttalty in a gene- 
roiu sentiment j- whether H impels os to 
«Ger our life> or esacts the sacrifice of 
a single day ; whether it earns the 
erown, or iit lost in obHcarity and ob- 
livien ; whether it inspires ehefs-^eeavrtSt 
er Mi^gestH a simple benefit, all this is 
nothing- ; it is a generoos Mntiment^ and 
by that title alone, ongtit men to admire 
tile words, or tbe actions (^Aian. 

Examples nf siucide have setoeUmet oc- 
enrred in the Freoch nation ; but neither 
melancholy nor entbotdasm has produced 
them, the action bavii^ aimont always on*' 
grated in calamity. la committiag' 
h, the snfii^ers have shewn tbe intre* 
pidity, and with h the levity, Yrf 
which the Frencb are oi^n cbaracterh 
iMd. To their beMur, tbe crowdft «< 
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em^irants, createrl bjt Uie revotitf ioa, &a*« 
sopported tke most cmel priTations^ wicfa 
a degree of equaDnaity, of which no 
other nation wonid famve been eapattlej 
their mittd is rath«- tamed to action than 
reflectioB^ and in thi» maoner to exidt^ 
detaches then frooi iim pains of exiat^ 
enee. The most seTere trifd impOMd on 
the Vteiubmaxtf k Reparation frotn his 
beloved conotryj and nideed, of wfcMt 
country had he not to boast, b^ore it 
was destroyed by faction, and degraded 
by despotism ? What country should wo 
not see revived, if it was the nation that 
disposed of her ? 

The imagination presents to itself, 
that beautiful France, which should re-as- 
semble us under her azure skies ; those 
friends who would weep with joy on 
f^ain beholding their former companions, 
those recollections of infancy — those 
vestiges of our first dearest connexions, 
which we nhould retrace at every step : 



„Cooi^lc 



90' KBinJBGTIONS UPON SUICIDE. 

mich a retarn would appear to us, as a 
sort of terrestrial resurrection, as another 
better life annexed to this below. But 
if this supreme felicity is not reserved 
for us by Heaven, in whatever region we 
may esast, we will pray for that beloved 
country which must become so glotiou^ 
whenever it shall ieam to know liberty — 
that is, when it shall possess the political 
venwity established by justice! ! 
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A SBOitT ACCOUNT OP I<ADY JANE 
G&EY. 

Ladt Jane Grey was the great niece 
of Henry VIII. Her grandmother, 
Mary, was the sister of that Prince, and 
die widow of Lonis XII. after whose 
death, she espoused the Duke of Snffiilk. 
Lady Jane Grey had given her hand to 
Lord Guildford, son of the Duke of 
Noithumbn-land, who prevailed on Ed- 
ward YI. to make a will in whidt he 
named his danghter-in-law his snocessor, 
to the exclusion of the two Princesses, 
Mary and Elizabeth. To obtain this end, 
he had represented to the King, that 
Mary was exceptionable, from her bijgot- 
ted attachment to the Catholic faith, and 
Elizabeth excluded by faer imputed ille- 
gitimacy. His arguments prevailed with 
the dying Prince, bnt were un^acqess- 
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fiiUy addressed to Lady Jane, till tlie 
solicitations of her husband, to whom she 
was tenderly attached, and orer whom, 
Northumbertand bad established a com- 
l^ete dominion, extorted from her a re- 
laetant aeqat«ecenee. She reigned aine 
A»y»t or rather, ber Ailher-i»4aw, the 
Dnke «f NoFUHUDberUud^ ftigned under 
her same. In that interval* Mary tri^ 
Httt|riud «ver tba pariixaaB of ike rcfor- 
nfftioi^ Bad seated bersdf tkvtly on the 
tbrotie. Her cruel yindictive temper was 
not to be Rppeatted,bnt by the death of tbe 
Dukeef N(Hibumberland, Lord Guildfwd^ 
sad Lady Jwe Grey, who at tbt age of 
•igbteeo was devoted to the scafibld. At 
Aat early period, she watt celebrtried far 
ht9 knowledge of tbe ancient and mo> 
dem languages, and (torn some Greek 
ud Latin letters still extant, sbe af^pean 
to have possessed faciiltie» ivr bejond bcr 
age. She was entinently distingu.shed 
fiar pitty, and ber character was equaU| 
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marked by gentleDew and dignity. Her 
ambitious parents had united their xrfici- 
tatioDB to induce her to ascend the throne, 
and it was to her mother an exquisite, 
thai^h abort-lived triumph, to bear her 
daughter's mantle at the inauspicious co- 
ronation. During her imprisonment, and 
vhen tbe lentaKoe of idMth was sos- 
ptbded «rer her bead, an ittcwpt *m 
made by tbe Dnke o£ Ba&Vm tm 
Tevire the party for Jjodjr Jaae. His 
afixts proved abortave ; ifaution tfaisfaret^d 
she was executed* and the Dake id £)u^ 
6dk vasfaimsdf saoriioedto.the'ttacan's 
i^aeitment. The iislUving lettv mtif 
he-m^rased to Juve tweu written in tba 
WMiiliei' F^raary, 1564. It is oertaia 
that aft this pennd, I^dy Jaae can4ed<M 
aiCfularaoiM^KHideBee with her friendi 
and nelatisoB, and thift to tbe iast me- 
mmt Ar aiMiplifiit^ her pUlose^ueal 
spirit, and yj uw ried her rehgiDas Corti- 
tnde. 
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LAST JANK GKET TO SB. ATX.UB!KS. 

** It is to yba, my worthy friend, that I 
owe religions instnictiob, that life of faith 
which can alone be prolongfed to eternity ; 
and in the awfiil trial to which I am con- 
demned, it is to you that my last 
tiiougbts are addressed. 

Three months have passed since, at the 
queen's instigation, the sentence of death 
>ra8 pronounced on me and my husband, 
in revenge fN* that unhappy reign of nine 
days — that crown of thorns which was 
placed on my unwilling head, only to con-- 
ngn it to destruction. I will frankly own to 
yon, that 1 bdieved tbissentence to have no 
odier object than that of intimidating my 
mind. I was far from suspecting that Mary 
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willed to tihed my blood, wliieb was drawn 
from the same soarce as her own. I ima- 
gined extreme youth mightsufficiently ex- 
case my weakness if I did not persist in 
refusing those fatal'honours with which I 
was menaced, and to which I was at 
length seduced, only by the deference I 
conceived to be due to my father-in<-law, 
tbe Duke of NorthomberUmd. 

"But I write not toaccusemyenemies, 
they were only instruments in execut* 
ing the will of God, by whom this, and every 
other event of life has been directed, and 
I have now no leisure lo spare from my 
personal feelings. Shut up in this Tower, 
I exist but in my own sensations, and mj 
moral and religious conduct in confined to 
my own iutemal conflicts. 

Yesterday, I was surpi-i^ed by a visit 
from our friend, Ascham, the sight of 
whom, at 6rst, gave me a lively pleasure,, 
by awc^euing the memory of those boors 
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woddidom aui so iratmctivc, wlnoh I 
Iwjre ^nt mih bim in stuclyiag tbe pagfcs 
of clasHcaluitiiqDity. Myfirst imfudse w 
io8pa*k«i^me illiistrioiiB>iiead, wbolrad 
apned i9 mt wcha liouadleM 6eld of ne- 

aenous is sereae ; be makes did age a pnf 
'tasoffwHtttke ev;Us4>f exiateDce; aad in 
reality, the old ^e of a reflective being i» 
not feeble, UDoe it it fortified by faith and 
•xpadenae, and wkeu so sbort a space re- 
wmWf BSMalliefibiitisHiffieieDttoarriKe 
ai die god. TJut aarrow ^ace is not yet 
idiorter for me than va old maa ; but 
hiMer wiU be the anfferii^' aocumnlstod 
om xuy iagk wamsats. 

AsAbm MiikMineed, tluit the qaeen 
had given me penttisskm to walk is 
Ifiu garden <^ oay prison. It is isapos- 
■ible to expoesa with what tram^Kirts 4t£ 
joy i reeetred the weloonoe iutimit' 
tion; ait ficst, our poor fnend haji 



not <M)tll«g6 to disturb tlieiit. We de- 
gcenijed together to the ^rden, where hi 
safkreA me' fof Some time to etiJOy that 
hcb of nEktdre from which I had been so 
kmg; ah exile. It was otie of those fint^ 
dAjs at the end of winter, which ftnBounce 
the approa(:h of spring-, and Z know not 
whethef the spring itself could hare pro* 
ditced on fny imnginatien so vitid an igi* 
pt«ssien, as this presage of its retiH*D. 
The trees tnrned their leafless branebes to* 
wards the sun, the turf was already ^een ; 
a few early flowers, seemed with tbe&^ 
perfumes to prelude the melody frf nfttmv; 
ifhea she ^eiUd reappear m fdl her mag- 
nHloemie. Th^ was an indescribable 
fweetness ia the air ; me thought t Ward 
Ae TOtce of God in the bvi^le yet bm- 
nipotetit breath, whicih -tvttj noIbRit 
gK<f6 me back new life— life I n^nt 
word hare I pronounced P 'Till this day I 
considered it as my right, and I bo* 
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receive its last benefits as the tender fete- 
well of a friend. 

I proceeded with Ascham to the borders 
of the Thames, where we aat down in a 
wood, which though now bare of fi^age, 
was soon to be reclothed with verdure. 
The wares glittering with the reflected 
light of Heaven, had the magnificent 
aspect of a festival, still was there some- 
thing melancholy in their course, Hnd 
I know not who could long trace their 
monotonous movements, without yielding 
to those reveries, the supreme charm of 
which resides in a sort of detachment 
from existence. Ascham perceiving the 
direction of my thoughts, suddenly took 
my hand, and bathing it with his tears^ 
•xclaimed. Oh you, who still are my so- 
vereign, must it be my hard task to ^ 
prize you of your impending iate ? Your 
father has collected your partizans in op- 
position to Mary, who revenges herself on 
you, for all the love your name inspires. 
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Here sobs choaked his utterance. " Cod- 
tinue," I exclaimed, " my friend, recol- 
lect those meditative aag^s, vho hare 
watched wi^ a steady eye the death even 
of those who were most dear to them, 
they knew from whence we came, and 
whiter we go." 

" Wed," replied he, *' your sentence 
most now be executed ; but I bring you 
that succour which has delivered so many 
Slustrious men from the proscription of 
tyrairta." Then did this venerable old man 
ofier me with trembling hands, the poison 
from which he would have preserved me 
at the hazard of his own existence. I re- 
collected how often we bad admired toge-. 
tber, the noble contempt of life, evinced 
by the heroes and patriots of antiquity, 
and sinking into deep thought, (as if the 
light of Christianity had been suddenly 
extinguished iu my soul.) i fell into, that 
feeble indecision, from which in the most 
simple circumstances of , life it is oft^i so 
F 2 
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cliffictilt to wididniw <be innd. Altaian 
t^i«(r hhniielf an his knees before mm, 
beoAiig^ fais u) 
eartb, tiki cov 
koad, whitdt w 
to ue the &tel i 
I reptdsed geni 
boring eoUecte^ 
fcand fftrength 

** Asohftm, ;ea know with what deli^bt I 
kave read with yon the phittMophera and 
the poets of Greece and Bome; the 
eaasctriine beaotieB cf th«ir langoag'e, 
IvIhcIi bTMttfae the Biotiile energy oi tiwir 
aoalf are iDcOmparabte. Society, as it is 
BDW coDstitwted, has filled most isinds 
iritfa venUy and frivohty, and one is not 
ashuaed to live wi^ut vefiectin^, with- . 
tmt seddng to know the miracles of tbe 
worid, which are formed to enlighten man 
by- symbols at ' once splendid and penaa^ 
Ihent." We are sarpassed bythe AnQients 
HQCe they were left to thenuMtres, aaid be- 
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. w»e wb«t tiuy wwe hj their «TOB«$ictot 
whOet to m B«wl»ljon fa«8 in9{»^«d a 
pioc^Ie soperior to jnan; wd evfiiy 
tbio'g from tljeidiefil perii^(^tioo of the wt^, 
t» ihe an^WnUeix^ coQ4)>ctf 4b(Hi}d we- 
iwipond with]:e%biu £»itb, itince lii^ bw 
no end b«t to prepore ibr iouji^Ttali^y, 

If I could escape ^bis puJ)lip expogaref 
w«re I to steal from the sigD^L c«Jai»itjr 
vbich wsaxta jue. I nbonld fail to fortify 
by my example tb0 hope of those who 
may be touched by my fate. The ,4^ 
cienU elevated their soul by the contem- 
plation of their own strength ; the chris- 
tian has onA vit»«s9 ctmstantl^ he&re hi? 
eyesi one in whose pnesence he must 
either live cur die. The Anci^ts aa^ured 
to glonfy hiunan natqre-x-the chciatian 
cuuidera himself bnt as tJuB vaani&statvw 
of God on earth. The Aacwnt' magxa- 
fied Iwyond ev^y other virtue the hero* 
ism vbi(^ prqfeiv death to the c^eesflpr 
-»4he ^hrvtian halWws more the ^v»\sA 
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spirit which embraces whatever is the will 
of proridence: in him Activity, and pati- 
ence reign by turns. We are to exert the 
will as long as we can serve others, and 
advance oar own progress to perfection j 
but when destiny is in a manner conlront- 
ed with us, it is then the part of courage 
to await her approach* and more noble to 
meet, than to evade the stroke. The soul 
concenters itself in its own mysteries, and 
its most sublime effort is resignation. 
" I will not," replied Ascliam, " discuss 
with you these opinions at a time when 
firmness may be so necessary to your 
support. I am chiefly disturbed by the 
nature of the suffering, to which you are 
condemned. How can you sustain so 
rude a shock ? This fearful anticipation 
of the mortal stroke the fixed inevitable 
honr? Would it not be less cruel to ter- 
minate your fate by your own hands?" 
" It is our duty," returned I, " to wait till 
the Divine Being shall resume the gift he 
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has bestowed. Immortality commences 
before death, when, with our own coniieiit, 
we part from the interests of life. In 
such a moment the internal impresuons 
of the soul are more ddicious than can be 
conceived. The source of enthusiasm be- 
comes independent of the objects that 
surround us, God alone fills up the sanc- 
tuary in the recesses of the soul, and in 
himself includes our destiny." 

"But," replied Ascham,"why mustyou 
give to your enemies, to this cruel queen, 
to that depraved people, the unworthy spec- 
tacle?" He was unable to Bnish. ** Were 
I to escape," replied I, " even by death, 
from the queen's vengeance, 1 should but 
irritate her pride, without becomings in- 
strumental to her repentance. Who 
knows at what remote period the example 
I am about to ofier, shall be salutary 
to my fellow-creatures, and how can I 
judge of the importance which history 
shall assign to my remembrance." 
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" Sy ^«stn^iny tayadf, I s^l odIjt teitcb 
men Uw berror so justly inspired by oot* 
rqge, fitrd di^«y the pnde wUch «Qtici* 
|M««a its Tielt«w. Bot by rabiB)ttin|f to 
^s leitibk fate, witli the firmwes w4iiQli 
reli^oB bestowH, 1 Hhalt be aa » beaoon 
to tbe vofattaMle, vho lik« m4 are toated 
abeat is the sKirBif ftnd nho majt thu» 
leara to comeut tbemiselves to tbat An* 
cbor of faith ^y which I have been suK* 
taioed." 

" The peopte»" said Asebam* "attribitta 
guilt to those wbo perish ob Uie soofiqld." 
^ f^iliiehood," replied I," may deceirvscww 
iodividQads dwiog a few Hbort years, but 
■atioof) and Ages, celebrate the triampfas 
of truth. Whatever beloi^ to virtue be- 
longs also to eternity; and every aotieo 
perfopmed for her scdce, shall flow mi to 
that iBunense oGean» though tbe i«div>- 
dual mi^ have been but a nameless riva- 
let, tn her arwrtal course. No— I shall 
not bluA t« endure the puniAment in- 



dieted «« >9iiiU} I ^am cdlect to it 1^ 
■imocenoe. To eomimt aa «atrage wwdd 
.AislaiS) ihe sseurity ^hioh innoceooe 'in- 
i^iircBf^aiHlidcrtrojr 'tbett sercitttf <tba soqI 
Aa^bt lo jfeel ma apfffoadiiog fastiTeii.'** 
** iPuti" -exoltuKed our fncnd, ** wfaat can 
iW'BO'Tiolent as Am bloody dMth?" ■**'l$ 
not.^lbload'of tbe martyra/' refflted I, 
« a %a)aa fortbe wounas of Ibe «fflidted?** 
" That'death," mumedke, *< inflicted ihy 
■tbc fc a ribaipB W axe, which a bavbarif* 
4ball>dareto1^ upon yonrroyal bead." 

f'tSy frMpd," retaroedl^ ** wefe wbj 
laft BMnueBts icrowaeil mA glorjr, thrf 
coald n<A weaken my iaapressiaos of 
dread. Jiaes-deat^ wewr-a'diadein'OD^hiB 
Hrad'brenr? Isiienot alw^s amied arith 
tiwsame.gliastly tonreai? If it «bm but 
to .annibilatLon that he dra^^ed os, what 
vould it avail uttoidispute wi& an emphf 
•hadav? .bat.if be aoraeas Mbe neasea* 
gar of Heavaa, if Jt be the vMoe of ^3od 
tiMt ulwwcd &ou«lut Vail «f darknw^ 
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then is day bebiad night, and eternity is 
concealed from us only by vain phsn- 
. touts." " But," exclaimed our friend, 
(who, instead of his wonted serenity, vw 
now so agitated as scarcely to commaad 
his voice,) " are you-aware dmt the' pa- 
nishment may be painful, t^ it may 
be prolonged^ that an uosteao^ huid — " 
'* Stop," cried I, " I am aware of this — bat 
-what ydu fear cannot happen — and what 
gives you this confidence?"" My own weak- 
ness," I have always dreaded physical suf- 
fering — all my efforts to acquire the cou- 
rage which braves pain have been una- 
vailing : I am assured therefore that this 
trial will be always spared me; a secret 
protection awaits the Christian when 
he appears most desolate, nor is he per- 
mitted to experience any trial beyond 
his strength. We are usually acquaint- 
ed only with the external character of 
man— what passes within his breast 
^Mght afford -new views daring millions 
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tof a^. ■ Irreli^oD renders the mind so- 
perficial,aQd one attached too much import- 
ance to circumstance and saccess. The 
trae treasure of thought and imagination 
is to be found only in the commerce of the 
human heart, with its creator. Thence 
came the presages, the oracles, the prodi- 
gies, whatever the ancients imagined they 
discovered in nature, was but a reflection 
of what passed in their own souls, the 
whisper of the unknown Divinity that 
dwelt within them." We had now an in- 
terval of Mlence, when I was seized with 
an indescribable emotion of terror, and 
- a sentiment I ventured not to express 
hung on my lips. At length I asked Aa- 
cham if he had seen my husband : He re- 
plied in the afiirmative, *' Goon," then^ 
cried I, " for mercy's sake, tell me all. If 
Guildford and my conspience were op- 
posed, which of the two powers would 
apt>ear most sacred?" "liord Guildford," 
replied he* " has espressed no opinion 
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m tbe 4Mrt yon oagU to tdde, b«t, ftr 
liiiiM^^ it H Ilia tutalteFable reulotioB 
«a iperidi o» Ihe M&ffokl." " Oh 1 my 
friesid," caicbiiiied I, *' bow do 1 tbfuik 
groo for having left toe tbe merit of ohoic«. 
BmA I Booiter Itnowu my -CruUdftird'-s d9- 
■dnDD, t ibodkl not have bean tri; the fmtm 
ta d«lihcrat«. hdvti alone would have 
Stated whatrdigioD'oomDiaiiciB. Sballl 
»Qt pftptake the fate of such a boidmnd ? 
Shall I «pare myulf oob of his suflari^ ? 
in every step he makex towards ArnA^ 
Ims he aot traced my own eoiu«e?" Peiv 
beiving I was- inflexible, .Aw^am aovrow- 
fiUly took leav^ hot wUb a promise tare- 
vitit my ptiaOB. 

Dipcter Fac^ebham, the Qae^'n eb()p- 
laint eame afew boun aft«. to aimoance 
'ithat my exeeation vas to take place «« 
-Fflidaijrt whteh is now oaly five days dls- 
^tant. Let ve ctmfess to you, I seemed 
"^iho^ uaprepansd for tiie stroke,— «o 
4Badii«l.id*nvfw«aeabI»i>amiiiatioBoftbie 
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itnf moBeBm mjr t«n«r. I «Meinpte4 to 
ouicsal my esioticm, hat it was doobtleM 
poeeiTsd l^ 'Feekeqh&m, who took wt- 
vantBire of my confmion to affefc lift mi 
oeadition tliat I ibould dnrage my rdK- 
^d: tfaiu you b«4, my worthy fnem), 
God diipemed Iw aisMtance ; wdoo tho 
neceisity of repnlBing* sach an insult* Eet* 
tMed to me th« oonnigfe I had lost. 

-DoctM- Feckenhmm was dcsiroui tO'Oi- 
^{jfe me ia a controvefsy, which I d** 
cliofd ; obwrviag, " that my andwHtaad- 
ing was too mudi eofoebled by n^ pM* ' 
Matt ntaation to allow me to dojasttc* t* 
uy owB argpoments, and tiiat I woald not 
iD'my dying' moments expose to contro- 
vert those trnthfi, of which I had bewi ^r- 
Jtnded when my mind was in iU faH 
rtrength." He attempted to intimidate 
»«, bywying, ** he shouhl then meet me 
BDtaoitt, eitherin thiit world or the ttOKl^ 
Mnce I was cKcladed irom heaven hy 
tof Mmhebei." I ^nplied, ■** yonr w«vdp 
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would be more terrible to me than my 
executioner, if I could believe them, but 
that religion for which one is ready to offer 
up life, the heart pronounces to be true. 
On such abstmse questions reason lends 
but dubious light ; I hold my faith on the 
principle of HacriAce, for of that I cannot 
doubt." 

The conversation with Dr. Fecken- 
hain revived my spirits. Providence hav- 
ing thus aflbrded what Ascham was so 
anxious to obtain for me, a voluntary 
death, I " destroyed not my own being ; 
but I refused to live, and the scaffold 
thus freely embraced, . seemed but the 
altar chosen by the victim." To renounce ' 
life when it coutd alone be purchased at 
the price of conscience, is the only sui- 
cide pennitted to virtue. 

SatisBed with the conviction, that I had 

embraced my duty, I was beginning to 

resume my courage, whrai suddenly, that 

. fond attachment to existence of which I 
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■have sometinies been but too sensible, in 
-the days of my felicity, revived in my feeble 
-heart. 

" Ascham came to me on tlie follow- 
ing day, and we once more walked on 
die banks of the Thames, the jnide 
of our beautiful country ! I attempt- 
ed to enter on our ordinary subjects of 
conversation; and recited some passages 
from the poetry of Homer and Vit^l, 
whose immortal works we had so often 
studied together : but poetry, more than 
any thing', has a tendency to infuse int* 
us a tender enthusiasm for existence, so 
seducing^ly does ■i^,i))end thougbte and 
images with each other; — so delightfiil 
is the union of nature and sentiment, and 
so much are we ative to its harmonious 
language, in which the stlOegest feelings 
of the soul are traced, that as we read we 
are inspired, and are at once intoxicated 
with the faculties of existence and enjoy- 
ment. 

" It was thus I became impressed wheo 
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I caeoU«cted it ^was iK> lon^v fi>r aw 
tiuMB pleastves «ciated. I Aben tanwd 
the coDverfiation oa the more severe ia^ 
inf» of the pbiIoao[diei8. Ascham tona- 
clers iHato as a^boqI ipredostioed toOhrm* 
tiaoity^ tboQg'li, id roiniBon <wUh the mir 
jort^ uf tthe . AodwDts, rhe c«u)ltail too 
|>rQucll]> iu tb« intdleiitual prowewi of Hie 
biimaa ivaiad. Those soges e^foyed »o itD- 
tensely the faeulty of tbougbt, as scar«fitj 
to idireot .their -wKhes towards a better 
■tatb of being, which they meooed to iovi^ 
eate hf ithe energy of contmnp1»tHW. 
Fonaeriy, I also itaated the most exqni- 
nitte delig;ht in niedid;tin9 on beavco^ t» 
genittSt and natuce. At this reootlee- 
tiion, a eeosdess regret of life teok jyis- 
•esaion of my mind. Land in uich vivid 
colours was it now depictoi to my inuic^- 
VfttiuD^ ^at the future world appeared no 
bmger but as a cold abstraction.' 

" How," cried I, " shall I kam to 
prefer the eternal duration of a 
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te that JacoBaBt aUeraati<ni of b^pa an4 
fear, which so vividly renews the most 
trader sifiectioiB? Can tike mlimitftd 
kuowled^ of najture aad hee mysteries, 
ev«r possoBs the uiex|H'et(&ible attFactioo 
of that veil which coooeals thcaa ? Shatt 
certainty ever disperse the Mattering iUv* 
sioott fif douht* or owi the H|iIeB^ vera* 
la^k of troth create an mmy sowces <^ f 
eojoyroeotas are now aup^ied ky it» dift> 
novery or punwit ? And whi4 fhafl be< 
cotno of youth tind ht^xt, our habits a<^ 
afiectitHWt when tnne ocists ho mcne? 
Tb one word, can the omoipotent Creatw, 
IB aH his glory, offer to his oreattwo a 
gift more precioa9.tlna auitoal Lore ? 

*' Theaefeamwera impious, aad itifi with 
siacsre conation that I eonfess to -you, my 
vioiihy frieod, the eonitempUUe wei^ 
nesa." Ascham, who on the pr^cadi^ 
avaniag; had appeared to be leas rdigioos 
than myself, soon resumed his ascend- 
«B(^ «Tcr my cefraotary spirit. " Yoa 
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ought not," said he, " to suffer the bene- 
fits you have received to excite distrast 
of the Benefactor who has created that 
life whose loss you deplore : if its few im- 
perfect pleasures appear to you so precious, 
why should you conceive them to be ir- 
reparable ? It is surely not difficult for 
the imagination to conceive a world more 
delightful than this earth ; but should this 
be beyond our power, is it for us to consi- 
der the Deity merely as a poet, who is 
unable to produce a second work superior 
to the first?" This simple reflection re- 
called me to myself, and I blushed at 
the imbecility to which I had been betray- . 
ed by the dread of death. 

" Oh, my friend, how difficult is it to 
fathom this thought ! The farther I de- 
scend, the more is it impenetrable, abyss 
opens beneath abyss ! 

" In four days I shall breathe no more ; 
the bird th&l flutters in the air shall sur- 
vive me ; my span of existence is shorter 
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than hi8 — the inanimate objects by which 
I am surrounded shall preserve the same 
form, but I shall be wholly changed. In 
the memory of my friends alone shall I 
hold any place on earth — incomprehen- 
sible mystery of the mind, which fore- 
sees the end, and is yet unable to cod- 
ceive ' its approach — the hand checks 
the coursers that conduct us in our 
career; but thought cannot, for one 
moment, prevail against death — forgive 
my weakness, oh Parent of my faith, 
you whom I have ever revered — you by 
whom I have been so tenderly beloved. 
Assuredly we shall meet in heaven, 
but shall I ever hear again that all- 
persnasive voice which annonoced to me 
a God of mercy ? shall I ever more be- 
hold your venerable features, so in- 
delibly traced on remembrance? and 
thou too, Guildford, my husband, my 
other self — thou whose divine countenance 
is always present to my soul, shall I re- 
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oognize tbee, such u thou art, «aiwmg 
angds, v/bom image ^oa hast borne 
on earthP but viiat wooUl I say ? my 
fe«Ua soul could form no d««i^ witb 
bejoud tbe tomb, tban to wLum to tb* 
felicity I possessed, and witb tbee to ffOS' 
petnate vay d^acted enstenoe.-' 

" Yesterday mf belowd busband ra- 
quested to see me fiur tbe kst tiine. I 
re&s£d myseK aaunaentra wbicb joy w}4 
dc^ir would haxn net togettier. lest 
I sbould be ito longer tmgned. You 
are awara that mjr heart nias but too fond- 
ly attacjiedto happinesf^ and I bad but too 
much reason to fear I should relapse into 
my former w^^luicas. Waa.1 not right» 
my father? 

** Aftersuch a saciifice^ issotmy frwUy 
expiated ? I have oo longer cause to 
dread that eausteuce can be to»dew to m«." 



Ob the Day of ExtaOiim. 
** Oh, my father, I have seeu him— he' 
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tranced to the scene of execution with 
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blessed gift of heaven, n6 less precious 
than lUe — thon art now my tutelary 
angel — thou only dost restore me to sere- 
nity and peace. My sovereign master 
has disposed of my destiny, but since he 
has permitted my reunion with my hus- 
band, he e'xacts nothing beyond my 
strength, and to him without fear, I com- 
mend my departing spirit." 




ERRATA. 
Page 34, line Id, /or to itiuXe,- raid to UnUHce. 
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